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Two Disturbing Trends

The Mighty Family Grows 

June 6; Volume 98, Number 23 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 

Serm
ons

10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

I am pleased to introduce myself. I am Charles 
Lumpkins; feel free to call me Charles or 
Charlie. I have been on the faculty at 
Pennsylvania State University since 2006, 
teaching history-oriented courses in the 
Department of African American Studies and a 
writing-intensive history course in my home 
department, the School of Labor and 
Employment Relations … I entered the 
program after working twenty years as a 
professional librarian. 

In spring 2017, a heated discussion ensued in 
my #AfricanAmericanStudies class over 
several social-cultural issues of the day. Three 
or four students said disparaging words about 
the Bible and Christianity. At that time, I had 
been a practicing #atheist for at least forty 
years, and I did not care what the three or four 
said. Yet I could tell they were uttering talking 
points out of ignorance. I believed if a person 
expressed a hatred of a #religion, then he or 
she should explain the #hatred by pointing to 
specifics in the sacred text of that religion. But 
what was worse, despite my upbringing as a 
Roman Catholic, I was ignorant of the Bible 
and unable to refer to specific passages in the 

B i b l e t o c o r r e c t t h e s t u d e n t s ’ 
misunderstanding. 

I decided that I must attend a church Bible 
study group to learn what the Bible says. I 
thought of a nondenominational church one of 
my sisters recommended that had a Bible 
study group for adults that met on Sundays. I 
did not go to that church because the Sunday 
bus schedule was inconvenient. (I owned 
neither a car nor bicycle.) 

More importantly, I felt overwhelmed by my 
wife Rita’s hospitalization in December 2016 
and in March and August 2017. With each 
hospitalization, the doctors said she was near 
death. Of course, I used her illness as an 
excuse not to go to any Bible study. I was 
challenged to be a caregiver for Rita who 
became thoroughly exhausted from her 
ordeal. For several months, she used a four-
wheel walker and a cane for mobility and had 
visiting physical and occupational therapists 
instruct her on adjusting to her new situation. 

In September, I became embroiled in a 
running family argument over money matters 
between two of my sisters and one of my 

Atheist to Christian 
By Charles Lumpkins
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This is the most recent issue of the 
Christian Courier magazine.
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This is the most recent issue of Reason and 
Revelation magazine.
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. 
If you would like to have your announcement run in our bulletin, please place it 
on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah Noveske: 
Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please 
see Don.

June Activities: 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing 

July Activities: 
20th: Blood Drive 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing 
24th: Stupendous VBS Day

Pray for Diane Garcia; she will be having hip replacement surgery on Tues-
day, June 15th. 

Pray for MaryLou Thomason. She owns the Galice Resort which burned 
down last week. (Jennifer Thomason's Mother-in-law) 

Continue to pray for Dorothy Hannan; that she will make a full recovery and 
we will see her soon.

Our shut-ins and their caretakers: 

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Jack Collier & Marie  

Cliff & Eve Hanson  

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby

2021 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
June 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,296 ..................

Last Week June 6,  4,247 ..............

Total After 24 Weeks 79,127 .........

  

Hannan Duncans
Nick Noveske 

Orie Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: Calendar:

Change-A-Life! 
We will be helping Mountain States Children's Home 
Change-A-Life Change Can Campaign through August 15, 
2021. Funds raised will help purchase clothing and 
perishable food items which normally cost about $60,000 
per year. This is a great way to help children in need. 

Graduation/Celebration 
On Friday, June 18th, 6:30 at the building, there will be a  
celebration and a cake in honor of Haley Gayler. Come 
honor Haley, our newest Savage St. teen on her high school 
graduation! 

TEENS! 
Have you marked your calendars for Round Lake Camp?  
August 1–7 

Potluck 
Our next potluck will be on 
Sunday the 27th. Bring your 
favorite casserole. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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brothers and his social worker friend. My 
sisters abruptly stopped talking to me. Then I 
fell ill for several days with the flu in 
October. Being that sick was unusual for me. 
I felt something—maybe God—was telling 
me to get serious about attending a Bible 
study group. I no longer felt that Bible study 
was an academic exercise but a form of 
emotional or spiritual healing. I needed to 
get serious about attending a Bible study. 

Early in November, I glanced at an issue of 
the #HousetoHouse periodical that the State 
College Church of Christ mailed to residents 
in my neighborhood. This time I read the 
issue and noticed the schedule of church 
worship services and Bible study groups. I 
decided to attend the Wednesday night Bible 
study in mid-November. The irony is that I 
had often walked by that church since I 
moved to the neighborhood in 2006 and 
never thought about attending Bible study 
there until I read that magazine issue. 

The men and women in State College 
Church of Christ Bible study group were very 
welcoming and curious as to what brought 
me to the Bible study. I got involved in the 
study and asked numerous questions. I 

continued week after week with the study. In 
retrospect, the members of the group were 
very patient with me, knowing that I was 
spiritually a baby inside an adult who 
desperately wanted to become spiritually 
matured ASAP. 

I became excited about the Bible, but I 
needed much guidance. In December I 
invited two married couples, Todd and Tricia 
and Kelley and Maria, to my apartment 
where Rita and I could have Bible study with 
them. I struggled emotionally, feeling awful 
that I had neglected God for over forty years
—forty spiritually wasted years. I started 
attending Sunday morning worship service at 
the State College Church of Christ in late 
December and Sunday evening worship in 
January 2018. Then I made the plunge—no 
pun intended—to be baptized in February. 
By April, I began to participate in Sunday 
worship service by giving scripture readings 
and opening and closing prayers and later 
serving the Lord’s supper and collecting 
offerings. In time I assisted as a facilitator, 
not as a teacher, in Bible study sessions on 
Sundays at the church. 

I believed I had to make up for the lost years. 
Nonetheless, God is patiently guiding me 
and making sure I pace myself.

Our Mission Works Outside of Josephine County, Oregon

Chimala Mission 
Hospital and Schools, 

Tanzania, Africa 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California 

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee

Don Iverson's 
India Work

Don Patton's 
archaeological work, 

especially Noah's Ark

Mountain States 
Children's Home, 
Longmont, Colorado

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Ruhl’s Rules
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