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The Fatherhood of Godly Men 
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • June 20, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Billy Henshall – Psalm 112.1–3  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

There must be something very special about fatherhood since God uses it to picture 
His relationship with us 

Persuasion:  

I. Genesis 18.19 • The Fatherhood of Abraham  

A. The story leading up to God’s pronouncement of Abraham’s fatherhood:  

1. The Promise  

a) Genesis 12.3  
 
2 “I will make you a great nation;  
  I will bless you  
  And make your name great;  
  And you shall be a blessing.  
3 I will bless those who bless you,  
  And I will curse him who curses you;  
  And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

b) Psalm 84.5–6  
 
5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in You,  
  Whose heart is set on pilgrimage.  
6 As they pass through the Valley of Baca,  
  They make it a spring;  
  The rain also covers it with pools.  

2. Yet, God would destroy Sodom, Gomorrah, and some smaller cities  
 
19 “For I have known him, in order that he may command his children 
and his household after him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do 
righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He 
has spoken to him.”  

B. What it means to be a father:  
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1. Being known by God because a man has sought to know God.  

2. Commanding our children after us.  

3. Commanding children to keep the way of the Lord.  

4. Commanding children to do righteousness and justice.  

II. Joshua 24.15 • The Fatherhood of Joshua  

A. The story leading up to Joshua’s pronouncement of him and his family.  

B. His public declaration  
 
15 “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that 
were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  

C.  Joshua had just encouraged the children of Israel  

1. to fear the Lord,  

2. to serve Him in sincerity and truth and  

3. to put away the idols among them (verse 14).  

D. They had to make a decision.  

1. Either the idols or  

2. the one and only true God.  

E. Regardless of what the rest of Israel may choose  

1. Joshua made a decision for himself and his family  

2. that they would serve the Lord.  

a) Often a man has to make spiritual decisions  

b) that are contrary to what everyone else is doing, but  

(1) that is partly what it means to be a man.  

(2) The true man, the true father is one who serves the Lord  

(3) even when others do not.  
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III. Job 1.5 • The Fatherhood of Job  

A. A wealthy man who valued his children more than material things  
 
5 So it was, when the days of feasting had run their course, that Job would 
send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer 
burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be 
that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did regu-
larly.  

B. Job had built a family that enjoyed being with one another.  

1. He who is close to God the Father  

2. will want to be close to his own children.  

C. Job thought of the spiritual welfare of his children.  

D. He was diligent in seeking their sanctification.  

1. Being a rancher he had plenty of responsibilities  

2. that began early in the morning.  

a) Those did not outweigh spiritual things.  

b) He was more concerned about his children’s spiritual condition.  

E. He devoted himself to his children.  

1. Job did not think that this was women’s work.  

2. Ephesians 6.4  
 
4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.  

Exhortation:  

I. We live in a perverse and crooked generation.  

A. Many men fail to take up their responsibilities of fatherhood.  

B. The man who knows God wants his children to know God.  

C. That man makes a dent against an evil generation.  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4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior,  
  So are the children of one’s youth.  
5 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them;  
  They shall not be ashamed,  
  But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.  
 
  – Psalm 127.4–5  

II. Like Abraham, Joshua, and Job  

A. let your children see you already following the Lord.  

B. Then you will see your children following the Lord  

1. because of you  

2. rather than in spite of you.  

III. Know the Lord 


