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he late William F. Buckley, Jr., wrote in his 
1951 book, God and Man at Yale, that he 
believed “the duel between Christianity 

and atheism is the most important in the 
world” (xvi). That was 70 years ago. What 
Buckley said was true then, and it is still true 
today. One year following the publication of 
Buckley’s book, in which he challenged the 
unbelief that was rearing its ugly head at Yale, a 
former KGB spy and defector from atheistic 
communism published an autobiography, which 
is the dark story of his former atheism, espionage, 
treason, and terror. The author was the late 
Whittaker Chambers, and the title of his book is 
Witness. Buckley would later call Chambers the 
most important defector from communism in the 
20th century. Journalist George Will labeled 
Witness as “one of the dozen or so indispensable 
books of the [20th] century.” Those are great 
tributes, but not any greater than that of President 
Ronald Reagan’s biographer who says Whittaker 
Chambers was the “most influential” of all the 
writers who impacted Reagan. 

   The Foreword written by Chambers for his book 
is in the form of a letter to his children. It is 
eloquent and powerful. He wrote, “There has 
never been a society or a nation without God. 
But history is cluttered with the wreckage of 
nations that became indifferent to God and died” 
(17). He continued: “Economics is not the central 

problem of this century…Faith is the central 
problem of this age…faith in God.” 

   Within two decades of the publication of the 
aforementioned books by Buckley and 
Chambers, Dr. Thomas B. Warren was addressing 
the moral relativism of the 1960’s and the direct 
relationship this had to the loss of faith in God. 
As a pioneer in the field of Christian apologetics 
he was sounding a warning that America was 
plunging into moral and spiritual chaos due to 
the loss of faith in God. He argued that the 
growth of skepticism not only lessens the 
likelihood of the church doing its work to take 
the gospel to the world, but it endangers the 
souls of those who already have obeyed the 
gospel, especially young people. He emphasized 
how the Bible provides the answers to every 
basic problem which pertains to the spiritual 
well-being of humanity. Therefore, we must be 
urgent about providing material that proves God 
exists and that the Bible is the inspired and 
inerrant word of God. Some listened and heeded 
the warnings. Many did not.  

And now, like a runaway freight train, the chaotic 
and confused state of America, due to the loss of 
faith in God, has become more obvious. A few 
days prior to the writing of this article, results 
were reported from the American Worldview 
Inventory 2021, an annual survey of the 
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Church Instead of Fishing 
A man who hadn’t attended church in years 
suddenly began attending faithfully on Sunday 
mornings instead of going fishing as was his 
normal habit. 

The preacher was highly gratified and at the 
end of service one morning told him, “How 
wonderful it makes me feel to see you at 
services with your good wife!” 

“Well, Preacher,” said the fisherman, “Quite 
honestly, it’s a matter of choice. I’d much rather 
hear your sermon than hers.”

The most recent issue of Think magazine. Friendly Reminder 
The next blood drive will be 
on July 20th. 

Encouraging!! 

For the winter and spring quarters 
I got to teach the middle school 
class on Sunday morning. We 
were studying the book of 
Revelation for LTC, so that was a 
real challenge. It's always a treat 
to have the connection with any 
kids that you teach in a Bible 
class, and we celebrate each 
accomplishment they make. But 
one thing that was really exciting 
to see was the growth that this 
group of 7 kids made in their 
prayers. Most of the time I gave 
them a suggestion of what to pray 
about; like something to be 
thankful for, something spiritual, 
for someone that is not in their 
family, etc. To see the growth and 
maturity in these kids over the 
course of those 6 months was so 
heart warming! I wish each of 
you could be a fly on the wall to 
witness things like this. Teaching 
is definitely hard work but the 
rewards are wonderful.  

(Kerri Ruhl)
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah 
Noveske. If you would like to have your announcement run in our bulletin, 
please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to 
Rebekah Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons 
or adult classes please see Don.

July Activities: 
20th: Blood Drive 
27th: Potluck 
30th: Singing 
24th: Stupendous VBS Day 

August Activities: 
25th: Singing 
29th: Potluck

Please continue to pray for Mandi Ridgley; she has a tumor in her head 
and is waiting for the doctors to schedule surgery. 

Pray for Vivien's stepfather Jay Blandell; he has congestive heart failure 
and renal failure.  

Pray for Nora that she will get relief from her ongoing back pain 

Pray for Eve Hanson; she is very ill and is staying with Kathy Clasby.

Our shut-ins and their 
caretakers: 

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Jack Collier & Marie  

Cliff & Eve Hanson 

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby

2021 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
July 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,203 ..................

Last Week June 27,  2,115 ............

Total After 27 Weeks 86,490 .........

  

Hannan No volunteer
Nash Crisp 

Orie Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: Calendar:

Thank You 
Bob Andersen wants to thank all who helped clean up his 
yard. 

So Thankful! 
We were so glad that Betty Lowe was able to make it to 
worship service. It was so good to see her! 

Change for Children 
Please remember the Mountain States Home Change Can 
Campaign. The goal is to have at least $45 in each can! If 
you prefer to write a check for your donation, just drop it in 
your change can or you can insert bills. 

Surprise Party!! 
There will be a surprise birthday party for Bob Berry on 
Saturday July 10th. Come and celebrate!  Contact Cathy for 
the details. 

4th of July 
Stay after Sunday evening 
worship tonight and 
enjoy some fellowship 
with your church family! 
Carl & Mikey will be 
grilling...so just bring 
your own meat (whatever 
you'd like!) and they'll 
cook it up for you! 
Please also bring a side 
or dessert to share, and 
some fireworks. We'll 
have 9 Square in the Air, 
4 Square, and other 
games to play. Happy 
Independence Day! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Heaven and Sunday 
Don’t plan on meeting the Lord in Heaven if you 
haven’t planned to meet Him on Sunday.  

Daily Prayer I Offer in the Morning  
God in heaven, Please help me to have a 
disciplined and a focused mind that concentrates 
on holiness and on the Spirit, that concentrates 
on the person or project or activity before me, 
and that I be aware of what I am doing at the 
moment. Therefore, I pray that in all the issues of 

life I will have a mind that does not distract itself, 
but that always thinks about self-control and self-
discipline, that uses time wisely, that works as 
efficiently as nature, that practices diligence, and 
that has a sharp memory. Furthermore Father, I 
present the members of my body to you as 
instruments of righteousness because I am a slave 
of righteousness. O God, please help me to 
renew my zeal for you this day! In Jesus’ name! 
Amen!

Our Mission Works Out-
side of Oregon 

Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado  

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee 

Don Iverson’s India Work 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California  

Chimala Mission Hospital 
and Schools, Tanzania, Africa  

Don Patton’s archaeological 
work, especially Noah’s Ark 

Our Mission Works In-
side of Oregon 

World Bible School–Connect 
(Online Bible Studies with 
people in the community)  

Vacation Bible School  

Red Cross Blood Drives  

Food for the poor  

Funds for the poor  

Occasional Seminars  

Home Bible Studies 

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Ruhl’s Rules

philosophy of life held by American adults, conducted by sociologist George Barna of the Cultural 
Research Center in Arizona. The headlines included the following: Seismic Generational Shift in 
Worldview; Millennials Seek a Nation Without God, Bible, and Churches; 43% of Millennials Don’t 
Know, Don’t Care, Don’t Believe God Exists. 

   Cal Thomas hits the nail on the head in his book America’s Expiration Date when he says, “Clearly, 
politics can’t save us…Little if anything is being accomplished to reverse the decadent trends of our 
times. But is that the role of government, or is moral improvement…the primary role of believers and 
of ministers preaching uncompromising biblical messages? …America’s central problems are not 
economic and political; they are moral and spiritual” (162-63). 

   “[I]f My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and heal their 
land” (2 Chronicles 7:14, NASV). 

   Revival must begin with the church (cf. 1 Timothy 3:15).  

Warren Apologetics Center 
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