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Mighty Men of Valor  
First Chronicles 7  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 18, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jackson Meyer – First Chronicles 12.8  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Onward Christian Soldiers  

Prelude:  

I. Of all the things  

A. that the Lord could have revealed in his Bible,  

B. he chose to include these genealogies.  

1. I have to ask myself: Why?  

2. He is all wise and has all knowledge.  

a) Therefore, I want to find out why he would want Christians  

b) to know these things.  

II. He could have overwhelmed us with a book  

A. that has no end to the amount of knowledge that it dispensed.  

B. He could have revealed the cure for cancer and many other diseases.  

1. However, he did not.  

2. Why then did he only reveal what he did in the Bible?  

a) That is what I as a Christian, and  

b) as a preacher and teacher must discover.  

Persuasion:  

I. First Chronicles 7.1 • Sons of Issachar  
 
1 The sons of Issachar were Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron—four in all.  

A. Issachar we hardly know and  

B. we know even less about his sons.  

1. Is this Tola one of the judges in Judges 10?  

2. No, although  
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a) he may have had a nephew or great nephew  

b) who had the same name.  

II. First Chronicles 7.2 • 22,600 Mighty Men of Valor  
 
2 The sons of Tola were Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Jibsam, and Shemuel, 
heads of their father’s house. The sons of Tola were mighty men of valor in 
their generations; their number in the days of David was twenty-two thousand 
six hundred.  

A. Ezra went from a grandson of Jacob  

B. to the time of David and  

1. revealed the number of the mighty men of valor,  

2. just from Tola in the days of David: 22,600.  

III. First Chronicles 7.3–4 • A Man’s Sons Who Became Leaders  
 
3 The son of Uzzi was Izrahiah, and the sons of Izrahiah were Michael, Obadi-
ah, Joel, and Ishiah. All five of them were chief men. 4 And with them, by their 
generations, according to their fathers’ houses, were thirty-six thousand troops 
ready for war; for they had many wives and sons.  

A. This great-grandson of Jacob had five sons,  

1. all of whom became chief men.  

2. Although the Bible does not show why they were chief men,  

a) the Lord knew them and why or how they became chief men.  

b) The Bible could not list everything or even one thing  

(1) of child of Israel.  

(2) Ezra only listed those things that the Spirit wanted him to cover.  

B. It is note-worthy that Ezra said  

1. the sons and later generations of Izrahiah  

2. had many wives and sons.  

a) Even a casual reader of the Hebrew Bible  
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b) will observe that many of the Israelite men had many wives and sons.  

(1) That is one reason why  

(2) the family of Israel grew so massively.  

3. However, I am not sure why Ezra said something about that here.  

IV. First Chronicles 7.5 • 87,000 Mighty Men  
 
5 Now their brethren among all the families of Issachar were mighty men of 
valor, listed by their genealogies, eighty-seven thousand in all.  

A. When Ezra stepped back  

B. he could number 87,000 mighty men of valor from Issachar.  

1. Keep in mind that the land of Israel,  

2. even at its greatest extent,  

a) was small.  

b) They filled the land.  

C. To have so many mighty men of valor  

1. shows how much they trained for war.  

2. Even as Israel is now surrounded by enemies,  

a) so they were back then.  

V. First Chronicles 7.6 • Three Sons of Benjamin  
 
6 The sons of Benjamin were Bela, Becher, and Jediael—three in all.  

A. However, listen to what Genesis 46.21 says:  
 
21 The sons of Benjamin were Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, 
Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard.  

1. These three could have been the most prominent.  

2. The three or the descendants of the three,  
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a) could be all that was left in Ezra’s day.  

b) Hence, that is why he only listed three.  

B. We know more of famous Benjamites than we do from the tribe of Issachar.  

1. King Saul was from Benjamin.  

2. The greatest evangelist of all time, Paul, was from Benjamin.  

C. However, how many of us have heard of the names of Benjamin’s sons?  

D. At one time,  

1. the tribe of Benjamin had almost vanished  

2. in a war with the rest of the tribes.  

a) Only 600 men were left and  

b) no women and no children.  

(1) Those 600 fighters were all single.  

(2) However, the rest of the nation found a way to provide wives for 
them.  

3. It could be that the war with Benjamin  

a) is what left the tribe with descendants  

b) of only the three that Ezra listed.  

VI. First Chronicles 7.7–12 • More Mighty Men of Valor  
 
7 The sons of Bela were Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri—five in all. 
They were heads of their fathers’ houses, and they were listed by their ge-
nealogies, twenty-two thousand and thirty-four mighty men of valor. 8 The 
sons of Becher were Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jerimoth, Abijah, 
Anathoth, and Alemeth. All these are the sons of Becher. 9 And they were 
recorded by genealogy according to their generations, heads of their fathers’ 
houses, twenty thousand two hundred mighty men of valor. 10 The son of Je-
diael was Bilhan, and the sons of Bilhan were Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, 
Chenaanah, Zethan, Tharshish, and Ahishahar. 11 All these sons of Jediael 
were heads of their fathers’ houses; there were seventeen thousand two hun-
dred mighty men of valor fit to go out for war and battle. 12 Shuppim and 
Huppim were the sons of Ir, and Hushim was the son of Aher.  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A. The town of Anathoth was probably named Benjamin’s grandson (v. 8).  

B. The number of fighters totaled was: 59,434.  

1. They could actually go to war and  

2. know how to fight.  

VII.First Chronicles 7.13 • Naphtali  
 
13 The sons of Naphtali were Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, the sons of 
Bilhah.  

A. That is all that Ezra had to say about Naphtali!  

B. He did add that Naphtali’s sons were sons of Bilhah.  

VIII.First Chronicles 7.14 • Who Did the Sons of Jacob Marry?  
 
14 The descendants of Manasseh: his Syrian concubine bore him Machir the 
father of Gilead, the father of Asriel.  

A. Jacob had twelve sons and one daughter.  

B. That means the sons all had to get wives who were not Israelites.  

1. We know that Joseph had an Egyptian wife.  

2. Here, Manasseh had a Syrian concubine.  

C. It is kind of like the tabernacle.  

1. The children of Israel made it, but  

2. they used Egyptian material or  

a) they bought what they needed  

b) from the surrounding nations!  

D. Perhaps this was all a prelude or type of what the church would be,  

1. that the church is not Jews only, but  

2. all the families of the earth can enjoy the fulfillment of the promise.  
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IX. First Chronicles 7.15 • Zelophehad, the Man with Five Daughters  
 
15 Machir took as his wife the sister of Huppim and Shuppim, whose name 
was Maachah. The name of Gilead’s grandson was Zelophehad, but Zelophe-
had begot only daughters.  

A. Evidently this was unusual in Israel.  

B. His daughters in wisdom approached Moses:  
 
1 Then came the daughters of Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son of 
Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, from the families of Man-
asseh the son of Joseph; and these were the names of his daughters: Mahlah, 
Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And they stood before Moses, before 
Eleazar the priest, and before the leaders and all the congregation, by the 
doorway of the tabernacle of meeting, saying: 3 “Our father died in the 
wilderness; but he was not in the company of those who gathered together 
against the LORD, in company with Korah, but he died in his own sin; and 
he had no sons. 4 Why should the name of our father be removed from 
among his family because he had no son? Give us a possession among our 
father’s brothers.” 5 So Moses brought their case before the LORD. 6 And 
the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 7 “The daughters of Zelophehad speak 
what is right; you shall surely give them a possession of inheritance among 
their father’s brothers, and cause the inheritance of their father to pass to 
them. 8 And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: “If a man dies 
and has no son, then you shall cause his inheritance to pass to his daughter. 
9 If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 
10 If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s 
brothers. 11 And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheri-
tance to the relative closest to him in his family, and he shall possess it.’ ” 
And it shall be to the children of Israel a statute of judgment, just as the 
LORD commanded Moses.  
 
– Numbers 27.1–11  

X. First Chronicles 7.16–23 • Beriah  
 
16 (Maachah the wife of Machir bore a son, and she called his name Peresh. 
The name of his brother was Sheresh, and his sons were Ulam and Rakem. 17 
The son of Ulam was Bedan.) These were the descendants of Gilead the son of 
Machir, the son of Manasseh. 18 His sister Hammoleketh bore Ishhod, Abiez-
er, and Mahlah. 19 And the sons of Shemida were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and 
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Aniam. 20 The sons of Ephraim were Shuthelah, Bered his son, Tahath his son, 
Eladah his son, Tahath his son, 21 Zabad his son, Shuthelah his son, and Ezer 
and Elead. The men of Gath who were born in that land killed them because 
they came down to take away their cattle. 22 Then Ephraim their father 
mourned many days, and his brethren came to comfort him. 23 And when he 
went in to his wife, she conceived and bore a son; and he called his name Be-
riah, because tragedy had come upon his house.  

A. The men of Gath, a place that produced giants, such as Goliath,  

1. killed Ezer and Elead, sons of Ephraim.  

2. However, what did Ephraim’s brethren do?  

a) They went to him and comforted him.  

b) This is when you truly need your family, or 

(1) as in the case of Job, friends.  

(2) Those who have lost children or grandchildren,  

(a) know the pain that Ephraim had.  

(b) When someone else experiences such a lost,  

i) do what Ephraim’s brothers did.  

ii) Go and be with the grieving one.  

B. The name “Beriah,” means “unfortunate” or “in evil.”  

1. The naming of his son reflected the loss of his two sons.  

2. We name our children for different reasons.  

a) However, in the Scriptures we find that sometimes  

b) they named a child based on the circumstances  

(1) of the birth or  

(2) something else like that.  

XI. First Chronicles 7.24–26 • What Sheerah Built  
 
24 Now his daughter was Sheerah, who built Lower and Upper Beth Horon 
and Uzzen Sheerah; 25 and Rephah was his son, as well as Resheph, and Telah 
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his son, Tahan his son, 26 Laadan his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son, 
27 Nun his son, and Joshua his son.  

A. Sheerah, a woman, was a great builder in Israel.  

1. How come no one names their daughters Sheerah today?  

2. It is a feminine sounding name too.  

B. Of course, you heard the name of Joshua.  

1. He succeeded Moses as leader of Israel, and  

2. led Israel into the promised land.  

XII.First Chronicles 7.28–29 • Joseph’s Children Made Back to the Land of Canaan  
 
28 Now their possessions and dwelling places were Bethel and its towns: to 
the east Naaran, to the west Gezer and its towns, and Shechem and its towns, 
as far as Ayyah and its towns; 29 and by the borders of the children of Man-
asseh were Beth Shean and its towns, Taanach and its towns, Megiddo and its 
towns, Dor and its towns. In these dwelt the children of Joseph, the son of Is-
rael.  

A. I am going to guess that you know Bethel, Shechem, and Megiddo.  

XIII.First Chronicles 7.30–40 • Choice Men  
 
30 The sons of Asher were Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah. 
31 The sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel, who was the father of 
Birzaith. 32 And Heber begot Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and their sister Shua. 
33 The sons of Japhlet were Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These were the chil-
dren of Japhlet. 34 The sons of Shemer were Ahi, Rohgah, Jehubbah, and 
Aram. 35 And the sons of his brother Helem were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and 
Amal. 36 The sons of Zophah were Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah, 37 
Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Jithran, and Beera. 38 The sons of Jether were 
Jephunneh, Pispah, and Ara. 39 The sons of Ulla were Arah, Haniel, and Rizia. 
40 All these were the children of Asher, heads of their fathers’ houses, choice 
men, mighty men of valor, chief leaders. And they were recorded by genealo-
gies among the army fit for battle; their number was twenty-six thousand.  

A. How would you like for Ezra or the Holy Spirit to declare you as  
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1. a choice man,  

2. a mighty man of valor, and  

3. a chief leader?  

B. And the same if you are a woman?  

1. a choice woman,  

2. a mighty woman of valor, and  

3. a chief leader?  

C. There were 26,000 of them!  

1. This was an army fit for battle.  

2. Again, they did not just look good in exercises, but  

a) they could and they did  

b) go to war and win battles.  

D. Do you know the person in the New Testament who was from Asher?  
 
36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven 
years from her virginity; 37 and this woman was a widow of about eighty-
four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fast-
ings and prayers night and day. 38 And coming in that instant she gave 
thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemp-
tion in Jerusalem.  
 
– Luke 2.36–38  

Exhortation:  

I. Notice that the genealogies of the other tribes  

A. do not match in length and in detail  

B. what we saw of the tribe of Levi in First Chronicles 6.  

1. When the Jews returned from captivity,  

2. they needed to have priests and high priests  
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a) who were qualified according to the Law of Moses,  

b) otherwise, they could not have the services of the new temple.  

C. That is why Ezra gave more attention to the tribe of Levi.  

II. Ezra gave the total of the fighting men,  

A. which in Israel would have been men between the ages of 20 and 50.  

B. How large was Israel then?  

III. Whether we like it or not,  

A. we need mighty men of valor in our national military forces.  

IV. Most importantly,  

A. we need mighty men and women of valor in the spirit. 


