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Simple Righteousness  
Matthew 5.31–37  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • July 25, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Wayne Duncan – Matthew 7.24–27  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. The theme of the Sermon on the Mount is:  
 
20 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heav-
en.”  
 
– Matthew 5.20  

II. The scribes and Pharisees missed the point of the Scriptures, because  

A. they looked for ways in which they still might sin.  

B. They saw the prohibition against murder as only outward.  

1. As long as you do not actually kill someone,  

2. then they believed they were free of sin, and  

a) they believed that it was okay still to have rage for a brother.  

b) Do not kill him, but do not put a restraint on your anger.  

C. They viewed the prohibition against adultery as only the act itself.  

1. As long as you did not commit the act,  

2. they thought that they were still free of sin, but  

a) they could still lust after a woman.  

b) Just don’t commit adultery, but lust is okay.  

III. Jesus explained  

A. that what was behind the murder or the adultery  

B. was also dangerous enough that we could lose our souls.  

IV. In the next two examples,  
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A. he will show us other ways in which the scribes and Pharisees  

B. found a way to continue in sin without recognizing it as sin.  

V. The point that he made  

A. is that unless our righteousness  

B. exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees  

1. we will not in any way  

2. enter the kingdom of heaven.  

Persuasion:  

I. Matthew 5.31–32 • Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage  
 
31 “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her 
a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for 
any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and who-
ever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.”  

A. Jesus referred to what the Law said, and  

1. it is true that if a man divorced his wife,  

2. he had to give her a certificate of divorce.  
 
1 “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she 
finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, 
and he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends 
her out of his house…”  
 
– Deuteronomy 24.1  

a) and Moses continued to write  

b) that if she married another man,  

(1) she could not later go back to the first husband, and  

(2) some other issues that do not pertain to our text.  

(a) Here Jesus simply addressed what the Law said about divorce.  
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(b) Then he added his authority on divorce and remarriage.  

B. Anyway, the scribes and Pharisees interpreted that to mean  

1. they could divorce for any reason,  

2. just as long as they provided her a certificate of divorce.  

a) Then in their minds they were free to remarry.  

b) That is why Jesus continued to say:  
 
32 “But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason ex-
cept sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever 
marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.”  
 
– Matthew 5.32  

(1) What did Jesus imply?  

(2) He implied that divorcing your wife may lead her to sin.  

(a) Therefore, the scribes and Pharisees would be culpable.  

(b) That is they would be guilty of causing her to sin, and  

i) that meant they would be held accountable by God.  

ii) Therefore, divorcing their wives because  

(1) they found something undesirable in her  

(2) did not give them the freedom that they imagined.  

(3) You can see that in Matthew 19:  
 
3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to 
Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for [just] any rea-
son?” 4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read 
that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and 
female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. There-
fore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They 
said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate 
of divorce, and to put her away?” 8 He said to them, “Moses, be-
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cause of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce 
your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”  
 
– Matthew 19.3–8  

C. The interesting thing is  

1. that Jesus did not say  

2. if a man divorced his wife for any reason,  

a) here are the consequences for him.  

b) Why did he then shift to what it causes the woman to do?  

(1) The scribes and Pharisees focused on themselves.  

(2) They did not think of how their actions affected other people.  

3. Yet, the Law, and the entire Hebrew Bible, taught love for your neighbor.  

a) Love God first with all of your being.  

b) Love your neighbor as yourself.  

(1) The righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees  

(2) did not seek the good of their neighbors.  

(a) Yet, Jesus showed that their way of thinking  

(b) caused others to sin.  

i) Can such a person escape the Judgment of God?  

D. Therefore, if you want to enter the kingdom of heaven,  

1. you must avoid becoming a stumbling block for others  

2. that causes them to sin.  

II. Matthew 5.33–37 • Swearing  
 
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not 
swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for 
it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor 
shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or 
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black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your “No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more 
than these is from the evil one.”  

A. The Law of Moses made this clear:  
 
12 “And you shall not swear by My name falsely, nor shall you profane the 
name of your God: I am the LORD.”  
– Leviticus 19.12  
 
2 “If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself by 
some agreement, he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all 
that proceeds out of his mouth.”  
– Numbers 30.2  
 
21 “When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay to 
pay it; for the LORD your God will surely require it of you, and it would be 
sin to you. 22 But if you abstain from vowing, it shall not be sin to you. 23 
That which has gone from your lips you shall keep and perform, for you vol-
untarily vowed to the LORD your God what you have promised with your 
mouth.”  
– Deuteronomy 23.21–23  
 
2 Do not be rash with your mouth,  
  And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God.  
  For God is in heaven, and you on earth;  
  Therefore let your words be few.  
3 For a dream comes through much activity,  
  And a fool’s voice is known by his many words.  
4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it;  
   For He has no pleasure in fools.  
  Pay what you have vowed—  
5 Better not to vow than to vow and not pay.  
  – Ecclesiastes 5.2–5  

1. You make a vow, oath, promise, or swear to do something,  

2. the Bible says you had better keep it, for  

a) God will hold you to it and  

b) if you fail, it will be a sin.  

(1) You also noticed  
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(2) that you do not have to make vows, promises, and so on.  

B. Therefore, we should not swear falsely.  

1. We should not swear to do something because  

2. we are trying to get out of a bad situation, or because  

a) we are trying to get someone to quit bothering us.  

b) Watch your words:  
 
36 “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will 
give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you 
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”  
 
– Matthew 12.36–37  

C. However, why do we feel compelled to swear by something?  

1. Jesus said not to swear at all.  

2. Do not swear by heaven.  

3. Do not swear by the earth.  

4. Do not swear by Jerusalem.  

5. Do not swear by your head.  

6. Do not swear by your heart.  

7. Do not swear by your grandmother’s grave.  

8. Do not swear by the American flag.  

9. You get the point.  

a) They would swear by these different things,  

b) maintaining that there were degrees of swearing, and  

(1) that some were more binding than the others.  

(2) Jesus explained why we should not swear by any of these.  

(a) They are all connected to God in some way.  

(b) So, let’s say you swear by the earth.  
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i) Is that less than swearing by God?  

ii) No, because the earth is his footstool.  

D. We swear by God or whatever because  

1. we think that strengthens the promise.  

2. Yet if we say that we are going to do something  

a) should that not be sufficient?  

b) If we are trustworthy people,  

(1) we do not need to swear by anything or anyone.  

(2) In fact, we do not need to swear at all.  

E. People will know that we mean what we say and say what we mean.  

1. When you say, Yes, mean it.  

2. When you say, No, mean it.  

a) How does swearing an oath or whatever,  

b) make your yes a stronger yes or your no a stronger no?  

F. Therefore, if you swear by something,  

1. thinking it is not as binding as swearing by God,  

2. Jesus said that it is from the evil one.  

G.Do you see what was wrong with the thinking of the scribes and Pharisees?  

1. They could sound righteous by the things by which they swore by, but  

2. they also sought to release themselves from sin,  

a) by maintaining that they had only promised by the earth or whatever.  

b) Since they did not swear by God,  

(1) they think that released them.  

(2) It was as though being true to their word did not matter.  

(a) We cannot have that kind of righteousness and  

(b) expect the Lord to invite us into the kingdom of heaven.  
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i) That is why Jesus delivered the Beatitudes.  

ii) That is why Jesus declared:  
 
20 "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”  
 
– Matthew 5.20  

Exhortation:  

I. If you ask or think:  

A. What is the least that I have to do to go to heaven?  

B. you have missed the point of the righteousness of which Jesus speaks.  

II. If you are looking for a way to continue in sin,  

A. thinking that you can find scriptural justification for what you want to do,  

B. you have missed the point of the righteousness of which Jesus speaks.  

III. Jesus blesses people who think and do as the Beatitudes:  
 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit… 
4 Blessed are those who mourn… 
5 Blessed are the meek… 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… 
7 Blessed are the merciful… 
8  Blessed are the pure in heart… 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers…” 
 
 – Matthew 5.3–9  

IV. So, what is your heart?  

A. Do you have the heart of the scribes and Pharisees?  

B. Do you have the heart of Jesus?  

C. Or do you have another kind of heart?  

1. I am going to guess  
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2. that most people would say  

a) that they do not have the heart of either.  

b) They do not want to believe  

(1) that they have the horrible,  

(2) not-entering the kingdom of heaven  

(3) heart of the scribes and Pharisees.  

c) They also know  

(1) that they have not achieved the heart of Jesus.  

(2) They know that they fall short.  

V. What heart, what righteousness do you want?  

A. Being a disciple of Jesus leads you to the righteousness of which he spoke.  

B. He will help you, but  

1. you have to follow his teachings.  

2. You have to commit to being a disciple of his. 


