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Setting Up the Kingdom  
First Chronicles 12–13  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • August 15, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Second Chronicles 11.1–2  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: No Suggestions  

Persuasion:  

I. First Chronicles 12.1–7 • Saul’s Brethren Who Joined David  
 
1 Now these were the men who came to David at Ziklag while he was still a 
fugitive from Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the mighty men, 
helpers in the war, 2 armed with bows, using both the right hand and the left 
in hurling stones and shooting arrows with the bow. They were of Benjamin, 
Saul’s brethren. 3 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah the 
Gibeathite; Jeziel and Pelet the sons of Azmaveth; Berachah, and Jehu the 
Anathothite; 4 Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, and 
over the thirty; Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, and Jozabad the Gederathite; 5 
Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, and Shephatiah the Haruphite; 6 Elka-
nah, Jisshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites; 7 and Joelah and 
Zebadiah the sons of Jeroham of Gedor.  

A. David did not seek these men, but they sought him.  

1. They knew of the conflict between Saul and David, and  

2. they could see who was right and who was wrong.  

a) Obviously they were not happy, perhaps repulsed,  

b) by how Saul treated David.  

B. They were skilled warriors:  

1. The Bible calls them mighty men.  

2. They were helpers in war.  

3. They were archers.  

4. They could hurl stones, or use the slingshot.  

a) With these last two,  

b) they could use either hand.  

C. Then Ezra notified us  
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1. that they were of Benjamin,  

2. making them brethren of King Saul.  

a) Yet, they took up with David.  

b) Saul’s self centeredness and arrogance ruined him in many ways.  

II. First Chronicles 12.8–15 • Mighty Men of Valor from Gad  
 
8 Some Gadites joined David at the stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men 
of valor, men trained for battle, who could handle shield and spear, whose 
faces were like the faces of lions, and were as swift as gazelles on the moun-
tains: 9 Ezer the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, 10 Mishmannah the 
fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 11 Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 12 Johanan the 
eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the tenth, and Machbanai the eleventh. 
14 These were from the sons of Gad, captains of the army; the least was over a 
hundred, and the greatest was over a thousand. 15 These are the ones who 
crossed the Jordan in the first month, when it had overflowed all its banks; and 
they put to flight all those in the valleys, to the east and to the west.  

A. Look at these Gadites:  

1. They were mighty men of valor.  

2. They were trained for battle.  

3. They could handle shield and spear.  

4. They had faces like the faces of lions.  

5. They were as swift as gazelles on the mountains.  

6. They were leaders of hundreds and thousands.  

7. They crossed the Jordan during flood stage.  

8. They chased off the Canaanites in the valleys.  

B. Christians are spiritual Gadites:  

1. We are brave and fear no evil.  

2. We train to contend with the church’s enemies.  

3. We can handle our shield and spear, our faith and the word of God.  

4. We have faces like the faces of lions as we confront the Lord’s enemies.  
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5. Let us be swift in zeal to do what needs to be done.  

6. Let some of us rise up as leaders among us and the rest be ready to follow.  

a) One of you boys, for our upcoming 5th Sunday evening service,  

b) could use these points about the Gadites for a great sermon.  

III. First Chronicles 12.16–18 • David Put Judgment in the Hands of God  
 
16 Then some of the sons of Benjamin and Judah came to David at the strong-
hold. 17 And David went out to meet them, and answered and said to them, 
“If you have come peaceably to me to help me, my heart will be united with 
you; but if to betray me to my enemies, since there is no wrong in my hands, 
may the God of our fathers look and bring judgment.” 18 Then the Spirit came 
upon Amasai, chief of the captains, and he said:  
 
 “We are yours, O David;  
 We are on your side, O son of Jesse!  
 Peace, peace to you,  
 And peace to your helpers!  
 For your God helps you.”  
 
So David received them, and made them captains of the troop.  

A. David laid it out in simple terms:  

1. If those from Benjamin and Judah came to him  

a) with peaceful intentions,  

b) ready to help him,  

(1) they could count on his heart  

(2) being united with them.  

2. If they sought to betray him,  

a) since he was innocent,  

b) God would judge them.  

B. David would not retaliate against them, but  

1. he put the matter and  
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2. the lives of those men  

a) in the hands of God, because  

b) David always trusted in God.  

(1) God promises to carry out vengeance against our enemies.  

(2) The question is: Do we believe he will do it?  

(a) David did, and  

(b) he told others that he did.  

C. Amasai, put it in Hebrew poetry.  

1. They were his and  

2. they were on his side.  

a) They wished peace upon David and  

b) upon his helpers.  

(1) They could see that God helped David.  

(2) When David heard those words,  

(a) being a poet himself,  

(b) he knew the true intentions of their hearts.  

IV. First Chronicles 12.19–22 • Like the Army of God  
 
19 And some from Manasseh defected to David when he was going with the 
Philistines to battle against Saul; but they did not help them, for the lords of 
the Philistines sent him away by agreement, saying, “He may defect to his mas-
ter Saul and endanger our heads.” 20 When he went to Ziklag, those of Man-
asseh who defected to him were Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, 
Elihu, and Zillethai, captains of the thousands who were from Manasseh. 21 
And they helped David against the bands of raiders, for they were all mighty 
men of valor, and they were captains in the army. 22 For at that time they 
came to David day by day to help him, until it was a great army, like the army 
of God.  

A. Not everyone stayed loyal to King Saul, for  

1. they could see how he was treating David, and  
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2. they could see the kind of man that David was, and  

3. they could see the kind of man that Saul was.  

B. When David finally saw his only option was to flee to the Philistines,  

1. he so joined them  

2. that he was willing to fight against Israel.  

a) However, the Lord turned the hearts of the lords of the Philistines  

b) against David and his army, and  

(1) objected to them being part of the Philistine army against Israel.  

(2) Imagine if David had fought against Israel.  

(a) Later, the guilt would have destroyed David, because  

(b) he loved Israel.  

C. Ezra continued to write that many defected from Saul to David,  

1. giving David an awesome army,  

2. as though it was an army of God.  

a) How sad that Saul had created conditions in Israel  

b) that people wanted to leave and  

(1) oddly wanted to join a man  

(2) who was loyal to Saul.  

V. First Chronicles 12.23–38 • Uniting Under a Common Leader  
 
23 Now these were the numbers of the divisions that were equipped for war, 
and came to David at Hebron to turn over the kingdom of Saul to him, accord-
ing to the word of the LORD: 24 of the sons of Judah bearing shield and spear, 
six thousand eight hundred armed for war; 25 of the sons of Simeon, mighty 
men of valor fit for war, seven thousand one hundred; 26 of the sons of Levi 
four thousand six hundred; 27 Jehoiada, the leader of the Aaronites, and with 
him three thousand seven hundred; 28 Zadok, a young man, a valiant warrior, 
and from his father’s house twenty-two captains; 29 of the sons of Benjamin, 
relatives of Saul, three thousand (until then the greatest part of them had re-
mained loyal to the house of Saul); 30 of the sons of Ephraim twenty thousand 
eight hundred, mighty men of valor, famous men throughout their father’s 
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house; 31 of the half-tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, who were desig-
nated by name to come and make David king; 32 of the sons of Issachar who 
had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs 
were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their command; 33 of Zebu-
lun there were fifty thousand who went out to battle, expert in war with all 
weapons of war, stouthearted men who could keep ranks; 34 of Naphtali one 
thousand captains, and with them thirty-seven thousand with shield and spear; 
35 of the Danites who could keep battle formation, twenty-eight thousand six 
hundred; 36 of Asher, those who could go out to war, able to keep battle for-
mation, forty thousand; 37 of the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-
tribe of Manasseh, from the other side of the Jordan, one hundred and twenty 
thousand armed for battle with every kind of weapon of war. 38 All these men 
of war, who could keep ranks, came to Hebron with a loyal heart, to make 
David king over all Israel; and all the rest of Israel were of one mind to make 
David king.  

A. With Saul and his sons gone,  

B. the rest of Israel united under David.  

1. The armies from all the tribes gave their support  

2. by providing David with the right kind of soldiers,  

a) men who could fight war,  

b) men who could keep ranks,  

c) men with a loyal heart.  

C. What Israel experienced at this time  

1. was something that the psalmist expressed about unity:  
 
1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is  
  For brethren to dwell together in unity!  
 
  – Psalm 133.1  

2. One Israelite, Saul, was trying to kill another Israelite, David, and  

3. that was bad and unpleasant for all of Israel.  

a) The kingdom was divided.  
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b) Here they united as they should have been all along.  

(1) It was beautiful,  

(2) even as our unity is beautiful.  

D. Look at the tribes:  

1. 24 – Judah was properly equipped.  

2. 25 – Simeon was valiant.  

3. 26–28 – Levi were the priests with warrior priests.  

4. 29 – Benjamin was small in number, initially.  

5. 30 – Ephraim had become famous.  

6. 31 – Manasseh was to make David king.  

7. 32 – Issachar had intelligent and wisdom for the times.  

8. 33 – Zebulun was the tribe of expert warriors.  

9. 34 – Naphtali was the tribe of leaders.  

10.35 – Dan was the tribe to keep battle formations.  

11.36 – Asher was also a tribe of experts in war.  

12.37 – Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh had all kinds of weapons.  

VI. First Chronicles 12.39–40 • Provisions for the Army  
 
39 And they were there with David three days, eating and drinking, for their 
brethren had prepared for them. 40 Moreover those who were near to them, 
from as far away as Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, were bringing food on 
donkeys and camels, on mules and oxen—provisions of flour and cakes of figs 
and cakes of raisins, wine and oil and oxen and sheep abundantly, for there 
was joy in Israel.  

A. When there is a celebration for something as wonderful as this,  

B. others want to join in.  

1. While Israel was small in land size,  

2. still to travel by foot,  
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a) would be a big journey, but  

b) they did it because there was joy in Israel.  

(1) They all wanted to be part of it.  

(2) Tell others about our unity and perhaps they will join us.  

VII.First Chronicles 13.1 • The Leader Consulted with Leaders  
 
1 Then David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and 
with every leader.  

A. David was a great leader.  

1. He knew how to strategize.  

2. Yet, he was humble and  

a) wanted to know what others thought.  

b) This is the way of wisdom that we should follow also:  
 
Proverbs 11.14  
14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall;  
  But in the multitude of counselors there is safety.  
 
Proverbs 15.22  
22 Without counsel, plans go awry,  
  But in the multitude of counselors they are established.  
 
Proverbs 24.6  
6 For by wise counsel you will wage your own war,  
  And in a multitude of counselors there is safety.  

(1) Will we not also be wise to do as David did and Solomon taught.  

(2) Perhaps you are an expert at what you do, but  

(a) surely you can learn from others.  

(b) I have been preaching for over four decades, but  

i) I still learn from other preachers and  

ii) from members of the church.  
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(1) I listen to the things that you say, and  

(2) I have changed some of the things that I do as a result.  

VIII.First Chronicles 13.2–4 • Leaders Work with the People  
 
2 And David said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it seems good to you, and if 
it is of the LORD our God, let us send out to our brethren everywhere who are 
left in all the land of Israel, and with them to the priests and Levites who are in 
their cities and their common-lands, that they may gather together to us; 3 
and let us bring the ark of our God back to us, for we have not inquired at it 
since the days of Saul.” 4 Then all the assembly said that they would do so, for 
the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.  

A. While David was king with the full power that kings had back in those days,  

1. he still sought the judgment of the people,  

2. something that his grandson Rehoboam did not follow and  

a) the kingdom split because of it.  

B. David inquired of God all the time, but  

1. there were certain times  

2. that they needed to consult the ark of the Lord.  

a) They needed to get it back where it belonged, and  

b) that was in Jerusalem.  

IX. First Chronicles 13.5–6 • Everyone Helped  
 
5 So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor in Egypt to as far as the 
entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim. 6 And David 
and all Israel went up to Baalah, to Kirjath Jearim, which belonged to Judah, to 
bring up from there the ark of God the LORD, who dwells between the cheru-
bim, where His name is proclaimed.  

A. Ezra here showed us just how crucial this ark was.  

1. It was the ark of God the Lord.  

2. It was the piece that went into the Holy of Holies, and  
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a) God himself would meet the high priests  

b) between the two cherubim,  

(1) which was also the place where  

(2) God name was proclaimed.  

B. Therefore, David and all Israel understood  

1. that they needed to have the ark among them, and  

2. that it needed to be in Jerusalem by the king.  

X. First Chronicles 13.7–10 • They Moved the Ark of the Covenant  
 
7 So they carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, 
and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart. 8 Then David and all Israel played music 
before God with all their might, with singing, on harps, on stringed instru-
ments, on tambourines, on cymbals, and with trumpets. 9 And when they 
came to Chidon’s threshing floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, for 
the oxen stumbled. 10 Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzza, 
and He struck him because he put his hand to the ark; and he died there be-
fore God.  

A. You can see their excitement.  

1. They built a new cart for the occasion.  

2. They played music with all their might.  

a) This was not a half-hearted celebration.  

b) They put their whole souls into it.  

B. As they traveled, the oxen stumbled, and  

1. these heavy animals would have pulled the ark right to the ground,  

2. smashing it all up.  

a) Uzza did what any of us would have done,  

b) he put out his hand to save their valuable piece of artwork.  

(1) However, the Lord struck Uzza, because  

(2) he touched it.  
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C. Now, watch David’s reaction.  

XI. First Chronicles 13.11–14 • The Ark Stalled  
 
11 And David became angry because of the LORD’S outbreak against Uzza; 
therefore that place is called Perez Uzza to this day. 12 David was afraid of 
God that day, saying, “How can I bring the ark of God to me?” 13 So David 
would not move the ark with him into the City of David, but took it aside into 
the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 14 The ark of God remained with the 
family of Obed-Edom in his house three months. And the LORD blessed the 
house of Obed-Edom and all that he had.  

A. God was angry with Uzza, and  

1. David was angry because of what the Lord did to Uzza,  

2. leading David to be afraid of God,  

a) fearing that someone else might die.  

b) Although it was right to move the ark, and  

(1) although it was a time of celebration,  

(2) David and Israel did not move the ark properly.  

(a) Why did the Levites not speak up?  

(b) Perhaps the celebratory atmosphere got to them too.  

B. David did the only thing that he could think of at the present,  

1. put the ark in the closest home.  

2. The man who housed the ark for three months,  

a) actually took a great risk, for  

b) what if one of them had touched it. 


