
August 15, 2021: Savage Street Bulletin – Page   of  1 6

The Dangers of Social Media 
By Dewayne Bryant 

Socia l media webs i tes can be 
wonderful tools. We can use them to stay 
connected to friends and family, offer 
encouraging posts, share Bible verses, and 
make people laugh. But social media has 
a dark side. We need to avoid interactions 
that not only ruin our mood but can tempt 
us to sin. Here are some dangers that can 
pose a risk to our spiritual well-being.  

Firs t , online 
anonymity can 
lead to a lack of 
s e l f - c o n t r o l . 
When we can 
r e p r i m a n d o r 
criticize someone 
with virtually no repercussions, we may 
be tempted to be condescending or 
abusive. Numerous studies have proved 
that people are much more likely to 
engage in morally questionable behavior 
online when their identity is obscured or if 
they cannot see the opposition. There is 
no anonymity with God, who sees all 
(Proverbs 15:3; Hebrews 4:13). 

Second, we can be quick to judge. 
When responses are condensed into bite-
sized nuggets without any inflection 
beyond what we can provide with 
capitalization or an emoji, it can be easy 
to misinterpret someone else. We might 
take a joke too seriously. We could 
wrongly assume that a playful comment 
was intended as an insult. Sarcasm often 

c o m e s a c r o s s 
poorly. We should 
b e q u i c k t o 
d e t e r m i n e a 
person’s intention 
rather than being 
quick to respond 

(Proverbs 15:18; 
19:11; James 1:19).  

Third, some people live to irritate 
others. They enjoy making people angry. 
Some will intentionally seek out Christians 
and harass them. This might stem from a 
simple lack of self-control (see the first 
point above), but it could indicate a 
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

August Activities: 
25th: Singing 
29th: Potluck 

September Activities: 
24th: Youth Night at the 
Peugh's 
26th: Potluck 
29th: Singing

Pray for Dominic Meyer; that he will be able to find a good schedule for school 
and work.  

Pray that Diane Garcia, Jake and Nora McNeil; that they will feel their best 
soon. They have been sick with the COVID. 

Pray for our kids as they are about to go back to school. Pray that they will be a 
light to others, that they will have wisdom and discernment and pray that they 
will remain healthy. Pray that they will continue to be strong in their faith. 

Prayer Warriors: Pray for your kiddos. 

Prayers of thanks for our Savage Street Family!

Our shut-ins  

Phil and Diana Friesen 

Jack Collier & Marie  

Cliff & Eve Hanson 

Dave & Karen Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby 

Bernice Helmer 

Mildred Turley 

Erma Rylander 

Nick Saulters 

Jim & Pat Stockdale 

Pat Tomlinson 

Renee Jones 

Richard Lewis 

Hope Michael 

Janet Crisp

2021 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
August 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,378 ..................

Last Week August 8,  3,422 ...........

Total After 32 Weeks 108,115 .......

  

Hannan Lynn Buell
Billy Henshall 

Nash Crisp

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: Calendar:

Change-A-Life 
Please bring in your change cans for Mountain States 
Children's Home. You can put them in the office.  

New Address: 
Mandi Ridgley  
1630 Carnahan Dr. 
Grants Pass, OR 97527 

Potluck 
We don't have a host for this month's potluck. If you would 
like to sign up there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board 
next to the Teacher's Supply Room. 
Thank You!! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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serious personality flaw. To put it in the 
vernacular, “haters gonna hate.” As 
bothersome as it may be, we have to 
remember not to sink to their level (1 
Peter 3:9). 

Fourth, we cannot die on every hill. 
Some people comment on dozens of posts 
and try to 
shove their 
beliefs down 
e v e r y o n e 
e l s e ’ s 
throats. We 
a l l h a v e 
p l e n t y o f 
opinions, but not all of them are correct. It 
should come as no surprise that the Bible 
often commends humility as one of the 
greatest virtues (Proverbs 22:4; Ephesians 
4:2; Micah 6:8; Philippians 2:3). 

Lastly, we should resist the temptation 
to compare ourselves to others. It can be 

easy to see our friends and online 
neighbors enjoying success. Someone we 
know gets a better job, buys a new house, 
loses ten pounds, or reaches some other 
milestone in life and the green-eyed 
monster begins to arise. We have to guard 
ourselves against covetousness or 

p e r c e iv i n g 
s o m e o n e 
else’s joy as 
e i t h e r 
braggadocio 
o r a 
p e r s o n a l 
challenge. 

The Christian should be equipped with 
God’s Word to handle all aspects of life. 
That includes how we conduct ourselves 
online. Like any other area of life, it will 
have its share of pitfalls for us to avoid. 

Our Mission Works Out-
side of Oregon 

Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado  

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee 

Don Iverson’s India Work 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California  

Chimala Mission Hospital 
and Schools, Tanzania, Africa  

Don Patton’s archaeological 
work, especially Noah’s Ark 

Our Mission Works In-
side of Oregon 

World Bible School–Connect 
(Online Bible Studies with 
people in the community)  

Vacation Bible School  

Red Cross Blood Drives  

Food for the poor  

Funds for the poor  

Occasional Seminars  

Home Bible Studies 

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 .............
  Worship 10:30  ...........
  Worship 6:00  ...........

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 .............

Ruhl’s Rules
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