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Give Thanks to the Lord for All His Wonders Toward Us 
First Chronicles 16  

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • September 5, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Bryan Rich – Psalm 136.1–3  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Billy Robinson – Songs of Thanksgiving  

I. First Chronicles 16.1–6 • The Ark Set Up in the Tabernacle  
 
16.1 So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle 
that David had erected for it. Then they offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings before God. 2 And when David had finished offering the burnt offer-
ings and the peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD. 
3 Then he distributed to everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone 
a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins. 4 And he appointed 
some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, 
to thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel… 6 Benaiah and Jahaziel the 
priests regularly blew the trumpets before the ark of the covenant of God.  

A. This was one of the greatest events in Israel’s history.  

1. They finally had the tabernacle set up in Jerusalem and  

2. the ark of God was in the tabernacle,  

a) along with a highly favored king.  

b) They had waited for over 400 years to have this set up.  

(1) That was the time from their escape from Egypt  

(2) to this moment under David.  

B. It makes sense  

1. that they offered peace offerings and burnt offerings,  

2. that David blessed the people in the name of God,  

3. that David distributed a gift to everyone,  

4. that David appointed Levites to minister before the ark  

a) with the purpose of  

b) commemorating, thanking, and praising the Lord, and  

5. that they played music.  
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C. Ezra said that two priests blew trumpets regularly before the ark.  

II. First Chronicles 16.7–36 • A Psalm of Thanksgiving  

A. Ezra then showed us a Psalm  

1. that David wrote for the event, and  

2. he wanted Asaph to use it to thank the Lord:  
 
7 On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and 
his brethren, to thank the LORD:  

B. Then Ezra showed us the Psalm.  

1. However, David did one of two things.  

a) He either used parts of other Psalms to write this one, or  

b) he took this one and used different parts to make several more Psalms.  

C. First, verses 8–22 is Psalm 105.1–15  
 
8 Oh, give thanks to the LORD!  
  Call upon His name;  
  Make known His deeds among the peoples!  
9 Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him;  
  Talk of all His wondrous works!  
10 Glory in His holy name;  
  Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD!  
11 Seek the LORD and His strength;  
  Seek His face evermore!  
12 Remember His marvelous works which He has done,  
  His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth,  
13 O seed of Israel His servant,  
  You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!  
14 He is the LORD our God;  
  His judgments are in all the earth.  
15 Remember His covenant forever,  
  The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,  
16 The covenant which He made with Abraham,  
  And His oath to Isaac,  
17 And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,  
  To Israel for an everlasting covenant,  
18 Saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan  
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  As the allotment of your inheritance,”  
19 When you were few in number,  
  Indeed very few, and strangers in it.  
20 When they went from one nation to another,  
  And from one kingdom to another people,  
21 He permitted no man to do them wrong;  
  Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes,  
22 Saying, “Do not touch My anointed ones,  
  And do My prophets no harm.”  

1. Did you notice all the things that the psalmist told us to do in verses 8–11?  

a) Give thanks to the Lord.  

b) Call upon his name.  

c) Make known his deeds.  

d) Sing to him (2x).  

e) Talk of his wondrous works.  

f) Glory in his name.  

g) Seek the Lord (2x).  

2. Then verse 12 summarized those seven actions with remember His mar-
velous works.  

3. As verse 14 announces:  

a) He is the Lord our God.  

b) His judgments are in all the Earth,  

(1) not just Israel, whether ancient or modern, but  

(2) whatever he does in the world now,  

(a) he does for the sake of his chosen ones,  

(b) which is the church, the New Jerusalem.  

4. The Lord made a covenant,  

a) first with Abraham,  

b) then with Isaac, and  
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c) finally to Jacob or Israel.  

5. The Lord made that covenant  

a) when the numbers of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were small,  

(1) less than 70 people, and  

b) while they were strangers in that land.  

6. Yet, David implied that the Lord kept Hhis covenant!  

7. This also applies to the peoples (v. 8), and all the Earth (v. 14), because  

a) once Israel became a nation with a land,  

(1) they could bring into the world  

(2) the special seed of Abraham, the Messiah.  

8. As the three patriarchs wandered the Land of Canaan,  

9. they lived in the different kingdoms and nations that occupied the land.  

a) No one ever hurt any of them,  

b) although some tried.  

(1) Abraham even led an army of four hundred in a brief war.  

(2) Jacob had problems with his uncle/father-in-law.  

(a) Nevertheless, all three of them came out victorious.  

(b) They roamed among people whom their descendants called 
giants.  

10.So it is with Christians.  

a) One nation after another has persecuted the church, but  

b) every single one of those persecuting nations  

(1) is either gone or  

(2) adopted what they once persecuted.  

(a) Yet, the church continues to spread all over the Earth, and  

(b) the church will be here when nations have long disappeared. 
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D. Second, verses 23–33 is Psalm 96.2–9, 10b–13a, but 10a moved to 1Ch 
16.30b  
 
23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth;  
  Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.  
24 Declare His glory among the nations,  
  His wonders among all peoples.  
25 For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised;  
  He is also to be feared above all gods.  
26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,  
  But the LORD made the heavens.  
27 Honor and majesty are before Him;  
  Strength and gladness are in His place.  
28 Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples,  
  Give to the LORD glory and strength.  
29 Give to the LORD the glory due His name;  
  Bring an offering, and come before Him.  
  Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!  
30 Tremble before Him, all the earth.  
  The world also is firmly established,  
  It shall not be moved.  
31 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  
  And let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”  
32 Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;  
  Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it.  
33 Then the trees of the woods shall rejoice before the LORD,  
  For He is coming to judge the earth.  

1. What do you think the psalmist expected us to do?  

a) Sing to the Lord!  

b) Sing to the Lord, all you of the Earth!  

2. Sing a new song to Him.  

3. Right away in verse 24,  

a) we learn that this was not about Israel alone.  

b) This Psalm and its truths go beyond those who lived under the Law.  

4. Why sing to the Lord?  

a) Why sing a new song to Him?  
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b) Why bless His name?  

c) Why proclaim the good news of His salvation?  

d) Why declare His glory and His wonders to the world?  

5. He is great.  

6. Sing to the Lord because he is to be feared above all gods.  

a) All the gods of the peoples are mere idols.  

b) Whereas the Lord made the heavens!  

7. Sing to him because honor and majesty are before him.  

8. Sing to him because strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  

9. Give to the Lord, and  

a) the Bible here speaks not only of Israel, but  

b) all the families of the peoples,  

(1) give to the Lord glory and strength.  

(2) He has glory and strength without us, but  

(a) ascribe it to Him.  

(b) Therefore, worship him because he deserves it from us.  

10.Give to the Lord the glory his name deserves.  

a) Bring him an offering.  

b) Come into his courts.  

(1) This is what the church does when it assembles.  

(2) You should bring an offering.  

11.Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, because  

a) He is a holy God.  

b) Then you will see the beauty of holiness.  

12.In fact, tremble before Him, and  

a) not just Israel, but  
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b) may all the Earth and  

(1) certainly the church,  

(2) tremble before Him.  

13.Let the nations know that the Lord reigns.  

a) We may think trouble and uncertainty fill the world today, but  

b) it has always been that way.  

(1) The Lord has always reigned through every trouble.  

(2) Somehow we have had a blessed life in America,  

(a) although all the centuries and nations before ours,  

(b) have had countless troubles and uprisings.  

14.Since the Lord reigns,  

a) He has established the world firmly.  

b) Regardless of what man does,  

(1) the world shall not be moved,  

(2) until the Lord moves it.  

15.Truly, the time will arrive  

a) when He will move the world, the Earth, and then  

b) He shall judge the peoples righteously.  

16.The Lord’s reign, and  

a) his establishment of the world,  

b) holding it all together  

(1) until the time he judges the world,  

(2) brings rejoicing  

(a) to the heavens,  

(b) to the Earth,  

(c) to the sea and everything in it,  
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(d) to the field and everything in it, and  

(e) to all the trees of the woods.  

17.All creation,  

a) above us,  

b) below us, and  

c) around us,  

(1) has always reacted to man and  

(2) to the Lord when He acts.  

18.David repeated what is coming.  

a) He showed in verse 33  

b) that all of creation will rejoice when the Creator judges man.  

E. Third, he used the first verse of Psalms 106.1; 107.1; 118.1, and 136.1  
 
34 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!  
  For His mercy endures forever.  

1. If you think on all the wonders  

a) that the Lord did for Israel,  

b) that he did for the church,  

c) that he did for you,  

(1) how can you not give thanks to the Lord.  

2. He is good and  

a) it is obvious that his mercy endures forever,  

b) otherwise, we would not be here right now.  

3. David recognized the Lord’s goodness and mercy  

a) by the fact that he had brought Israel out of Egypt   

b) to establishing them  
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(1) as their own nation  

(2) in their own land  

(3) with their own king and  

(4) their own place of worship.  

F. Fourth, I think the last two verses here are original with this Psalm:  
 
35 And say, “Save us, O God of our salvation;  
  Gather us together, and deliver us from the Gentiles,  
  To give thanks to Your holy name,  
  To triumph in Your praise.”  
36 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel  
  From everlasting to everlasting!  
 
And all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD.  

1. To which we can also say, “Amen!”  

2. Likewise, let us say to God  

a) that he delivers us from the Gentiles, because  

b) by their false doctrine, ideas, temptations, and lusts,  

(1) they draw people away from the church continually.  

(2) Let us seek him for help against the power of worldly influences.  

III. First Chronicles 16.37–43 • Endless Worship of the Lord  
 
37 So he left Asaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD to minister before the ark regularly, as every day’s work required; 
38 and Obed-Edom with his sixty-eight brethren, including Obed-Edom the 
son of Jeduthun, and Hosah, to be gatekeepers; 39 and Zadok the priest and 
his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the LORD at the high place 
that was at Gibeon, 40 to offer burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of 
burnt offering regularly morning and evening, and to do according to all that 
is written in the Law of the LORD which He commanded Israel; 41 and with 
them Heman and Jeduthun and the rest who were chosen, who were designat-
ed by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because His mercy endures forever; 
42 and with them Heman and Jeduthun, to sound aloud with trumpets and 
cymbals and the musical instruments of God. Now the sons of Jeduthun were 
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gatekeepers. 43 Then all the people departed, every man to his house; and 
David returned to bless his house.  

A. David set in order the work associated with the tabernacle.  

B. Verse 40 says that they did their work morning and evening.  

C. They did their work according to all that is written in the Law of the Lord.  

D. They gave thanks to the Lord because his mercy endures forever.  

E. They played the music loud.  

F. They all went home. 


