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How to Pray to God  
First Chronicles 17–18   

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • September 12, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Jackson Meyer – First Chronicles 17.16–18  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Billy Robinson – Songs on Prayer  

I. First Chronicles 17.1–2 • Honoring God Above Self  
 
17.1 Now it came to pass, when David was dwelling in his house, that David 
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD is under tent curtains.” 2 Then Nathan said to 
David, “Do all that is in your heart, for God is with you.”  

A. Look at the heart of David.  

1. He looked at his house.  

2. He looked at the habitation for the ark of the covenant of the Lord.  

a) He compared the materials.  

b) His house was made of cedar.  

(1) The housing for the ark of the covenant of the Lord  

(2) was tent curtains.  

(a) To him that was not right.  

(b) David was not about self.  

i) He was all about the Lord.  

ii) He wanted to rectify the situation.  

B. You can tell what was in his heart.  

1. He wanted something grand and glorious for the Lord.  

2. He later told Israel that is precisely what he wanted for the Lord:  
 
5 Now David said, “Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and 
the house to be built for the LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, fa-
mous and glorious throughout all countries. I will now make preparation 
for it.” So David made abundant preparations before his death.  
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– 1 Chronicles 22.5  

C. I think that I would have said the same thing that Nathan the prophet did.  

1. It is obvious that God is with you, David.  

2. And now you want to do something wonderful for him.  

a) Do what is in your heart.  

b) God will bless you.  

D. However, God had other plans.  

II. First Chronicles 17.3–15 • The Lord Would Build a House for David Instead  
 
3 But it happened that night that the word of God came to Nathan, saying, 4 
“Go and tell My servant David, Thus says the LORD: You shall not build Me a 
house to dwell in. 5 For I have not dwelt in a house since the time that I 
brought up Israel, even to this day, but have gone from tent to tent, and from 
one tabernacle to another. 6 Wherever I have moved about with all Israel, 
have I ever spoken a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd My people, saying, Why have you not built Me a house of cedar? 7 
Now therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: I took you from the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to be ruler 
over My people Israel. 8 And I have been with you wherever you have gone, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you, and have made you a name 
like the name of the great men who are on the earth. 9 Moreover I will ap-
point a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in 
a place of their own and move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness op-
press them anymore, as previously, 10 since the time that I commanded judges 
to be over My people Israel. Also I will subdue all your enemies. Furthermore I 
tell you that the LORD will build you a house. 11 And it shall be, when your 
days are fulfilled, when you must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up 
your seed after you, who will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. 
12 He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne forever. 13 I will 
be his Father, and he shall be My son; and I will not take My mercy away from 
him, as I took it from him who was before you. 14 And I will establish him in 
My house and in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be established for-
ever.” 15 According to all these words and according to all this vision, so 
Nathan spoke to David.  

A. David would not build the house because  
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1. the Lord had not dwelt in one  

2. since Israel left Egypt and up to David’s time.  

B. The Lord never commanded Israel to build him a house of cedar.  

1. He never told any of the judges to build him a house of any kind.  

2. In other words, the Lord had been content.  

C. What the Lord had done and would do for David:  

1. The Lord took David from tending sheep to ruling Israel.  

2. The Lord (v.8) had:  

a) been with David everywhere,  

b) cut off all David’s enemies, and  

c) made David a great for him.  

3. Israel the Lord had:  

a) appointed a place for Israel, and  

b) would prevent the sons of wickedness from oppressing them.  

4. The Lord would subdue David enemies.  

5. The Big One: The Lord would build David a house.  

6. A son of David would be over Israel and the Lord would establish him.  

a) That son would build a house for the Lord.  

b) Furthermore, for that son the Lord would:  

(1) establish his throne forever,  

(2) be a Father to him and he would be a Son to God,  

(3) God would not take away his mercy from him,  

(4) God would establish him in God’s house and kingdom.  

(5) God would establish his throne forever.  

D. How would that have affected you?  

1. Let’s see how it affected David.  
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2. If you want to know how to pray, listen to David’s prayer.  

III. First Chronicles 17.16–27 • A Humble Spirit in Prayer  
 
16 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, 
O LORD God? And what is my house, that You have brought me this far? 17 
And yet this was a small thing in Your sight, O God; and You have also spoken 
of Your servant’s house for a great while to come, and have regarded me ac-
cording to the rank of a man of high degree, O LORD God. 18 What more can 
David say to You for the honor of Your servant? For You know Your servant. 19 
O LORD, for Your servant’s sake, and according to Your own heart, You have 
done all this greatness, in making known all these great things. 20 O LORD, 
there is none like You, nor is there any God besides You, according to all that 
we have heard with our ears. 21 And who is like Your people Israel, the one 
nation on the earth whom God went to redeem for Himself as a people—to 
make for Yourself a name by great and awesome deeds, by driving out nations 
from before Your people whom You redeemed from Egypt? 22 For You have 
made Your people Israel Your very own people forever; and You, LORD, have 
become their God. 23 And now, O LORD, the word which You have spoken 
concerning Your servant and concerning his house, let it be established forev-
er, and do as You have said. 24 So let it be established, that Your name may be 
magnified forever, saying, ‘The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, is Israel’s 
God.’ And let the house of Your servant David be established before You. 25 
For You, O my God, have revealed to Your servant that You will build him a 
house. Therefore Your servant has found it in his heart to pray before You. 26 
And now, LORD, You are God, and have promised this goodness to Your ser-
vant. 27 Now You have been pleased to bless the house of Your servant, that it 
may continue before You forever; for You have blessed it, O LORD, and it shall 
be blessed forever.”  

A. How should we respond when  

1. God promises to do something wonderful for us?  

2. What did you think when you were saved?  

B. David’s natural reaction  

1. was humility for himself and  

2. exaltation for God.  

C. Concerning himself:  

1. He questioned who he was.  
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2. He questioned who his house was.  

3. God spoke of him highly.  

4. He did not know what else to say.  

D. Concerning the Lord:  

1. The Lord has done all the greatness.  

2. The Lord is unique.  

3. The Lord did wonders for Israel.  

4. The Lord made Israel his forever.  

E. Therefore, David wanted the word of the Lord to come true.  

F. Take the time to do what David did:  

1. He thought on God’s promises.  

2. He compared himself to those promises.  

a) When you read the Scriptures,  

b) think on what the Spirit has just told you.  

(1) Then question why the Lord would say and do such things.  

(2) Read the Scriptures contemplatively.  

(a) Then when you are moved to do so,  

(b) pray about what you have just learned.  

i) Tell God who he is.  

ii) Tell him who you are in comparison.  

(1) Then just praise him  

(2) for his countless wonders.  

IV. First Chronicles 18.1–6a • Conquered the Enemy  
 
18.1 After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines, subdued 
them, and took Gath and its towns from the hand of the Philistines. 2 Then he 
defeated Moab, and the Moabites became David’s servants, and brought trib-
ute. 3 And David defeated Hadadezer king of Zobah as far as Hamath, as he 
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went to establish his power by the River Euphrates. 4 David took from him one 
thousand chariots, seven thousand horsemen, and twenty thousand foot sol-
diers. Also David hamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared 
enough of them for one hundred chariots. 5 When the Syrians of Damascus 
came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed twenty-two thousand of 
the Syrians. 6 Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians 
became David’s servants, and brought tribute. 6 So the LORD preserved David 
wherever he went.  

A. Of course, enemy neighbors, enemy nations  

1. would want to subdue the new and young king, but  

2. he subdued them.  

B. They did not know who their neighbor was, nor  

1. did they know what he meant for the world,  

2. in that he was a type of the Christ.  

V. First Chronicles 18.7–8 • Spoils of War  
 
7 And David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Hadadezer, 
and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 Also from Tibhath and from Chun, cities of 
Hadadezer, David brought a large amount of bronze, with which Solomon 
made the bronze Sea, the pillars, and the articles of bronze.  

A. Ezra noted one of the sources for some of the pieces of the temple.  

B. Ezra will lead the Jews in rebuilding the temple.  

C. What eventually happened to all this treasure,  

1. including all the treasure of great nations of the past?  

2. Which are the treasures of Babylon, Rome, and Egypt?  

a) The treasure of King Tut shows just how vast a king’s treasure could be.  

b) He was only 19 when he died.  

(1) Yet, in his tomb alone,  

(2) there were thousands of items, including and other costly things.  
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(a) What about kings and pharaohs who reigned for decades?  

(b) Rameses II reigned for 66 or 67 years.  

i) We have far more of his monuments  

ii) than we do of Tut’s.  

(1) What were all of his treasures?  

(2) Yet, where are they now?  

VI. First Chronicles 18.9–13 • Tou Supported David  
 
9 Now when Tou king of Hamath heard that David had defeated all the army 
of Hadadezer king of Zobah, 10 he sent Hadoram his son to King David, to 
greet him and bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and de-
feated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Tou); and Hadoram brought 
with him all kinds of articles of gold, silver, and bronze. 11 King David also 
dedicated these to the LORD, along with the silver and gold that he had 
brought from all these nations—from Edom, from Moab, from the people of 
Ammon, from the Philistines, and from Amalek. 12 Moreover Abishai the son 
of Zeruiah killed eighteen thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 13 He also 
put garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites became David’s servants. And the 
LORD preserved David wherever he went.  

A. Neighbors of the enemies of David became David’s friends.  

B. King Tou, one of them, befriended David,  

1. sending his son  

2. with greetings and great gifts.  

VII.First Chronicles 18.14–17 • David’s Administration  
 
14 So David reigned over all Israel, and administered judgment and justice to 
all his people. 15 Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; Jehoshaphat the 
son of Ahilud was recorder; 16 Zadok the son of Ahitub and Abimelech the son 
of Abiathar were the priests; Shavsha was the scribe; 17 Benaiah the son of Je-
hoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s sons were 
chief ministers at the king’s side.  

A. This was a great administration, and  
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B. that is why Ezra list these important positions.  

1. However, it will not last for long.  

2. Joab, David’s nephew, would fail him badly.  

a) Also, David would die, as we all do, and  

b) some good things would happen and some bad things later.  

Exhortation:  

I. Both of these chapters have been about David’s love for God and Israel.  

II. Should not those things characterize us today?  

A. Should not our love for God be supreme in our lives?  

B. Should not our love for the true Israel, the church, also be supreme to us?  

1. That was the life of Jesus.  

a) He loved God.  

b) Here is how we know he loved the church:  
 
28 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church 
of God which He purchased with His own blood.”  
 
– Acts 20.28  

2. For Jesus to give his blood to purchase the church,  

a) how significant does that make the church in his mind?  

b) Is my love the same?  

III. When you go home,  

A. think of the high thoughts David had of God and  

B. how he humbled himself before God.  

1. Then watch what the Lord does with your life.  

2. Be like David, who was like Christ, and God shall bless you. 


