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What Matters in the End  
Matthew 7.13–29 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • September 12, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Dan Calvert – Luke 13.25–30  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – Songs on Obedience  

Prelude:  

I. Today, we shall conclude looking at the greatest sermon ever preached,  

A. the Sermon on the Mount by the Lord Jesus Christ.  

B. How did he close this magnificent sermon?  

II. He began in 5.3–16, showing the heart and mind of a kingdom citizen.  

A. From Matthew 5.17–7.12, he showed the righteousness of a kingdom citizen.  

1. In that section, from 5.17–48, he showed how our righteousness should 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees.  

2. Then in 6.1–34, he showed how his disciples relate to God.  

3. Last week, we heard him in 7.1–12 talk about our relation to man.  

B. Now, in 7.13–27, he will teach the righteousness that leads to the kingdom.  

C. After that, Matthew will give us the impression of the people who heard.  

Persuasion:  

I. Matthew 7.13–14 • The Way Which Leads to Life  
 
13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that 
leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is 
the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find 
it.”  

A. In the thinking of Jesus—and  

1. his thinking is what counts— 

2. we are all moving forward.  

a) Whether you are his disciple or not,  

b) he sees all of us as moving toward something.  
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(1) Our status before him,  

(2) our spirituality, just our lives in general,  

(a) is not stagnate in his eyes, but  

(b) we walk toward one of two destinations.  

i) And it is only one of two destinations.  

ii) No one shall enter both destinations.  

iii)No enters a third destination.  

B. Jesus taught us to enter by the narrow gate.  

1. Do not look for the easy way.  

2. Remember why he came to earth:  
 
28 “…the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” – Matthew 20.28  
 
10 “…the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  
– Luke 19.10  

a) Therefore, he would naturally or logically exhort us  

b) to take the way that leads to life,  

(1) even if that way is narrow and difficult and  

(2) even if few people find that way, because  

(a) it is truly the way of salvation.  

(b) He loves each one of us very much and wants us saved.  

C. You do not want to select the wide and broad gate.  

1. Notice in verse 14 with the word, “because,”  

a) that he indicated people choose the wide gate and broad way because  

b) the other option is narrow and difficult.  

2. The wide gate and the broad way is the easy way.  

a) Just do nothing and you are passing through that wide gate.  
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b) However, there is something that you need to know.  

3. It leads to destruction.  

4. Many people go through this gate.  

a) Therefore, we cannot use the gage  

(1) that says everyone is doing it,  

(2) so it must be right.  

b) When it comes to spiritual matters and eternal salvation,  

(1) it is rare that the majority of the world is right.  

D. If you want to find life,  

1. both  

a) a life of genuine quality now and  

b) of eternal life later,  

2. you have to go through the narrow gate.  

E. Yes, it is difficult.  

1. True, few are going through that gate.  

a) Jesus did not try to smooth it over.  

b) With frankness he declared the way it is.  

2. Those taking the wide gate do not want a faith that makes them struggle.  

a) They want a faith that does not challenge them.  

b) They want a religion where someone else does the serving.  

c) They want a Christianity that makes them feel warm and fuzzy.  

d) They want preachers who will tell them to let their feelings guide them.  

e) They want a church that tells them they can do what they want and the 
grace of God will cover them.  

f) Some of them just do not want anything to do with the church.  

g) They want to live as the world.  
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F. And there are plenty of prophets and teachers  

1. who will tell you just exactly what you want to hear.  

2. That is why Jesus then gave this warning… 

II. Matthew 7.15–20 • Beware of False Prophets  
 
15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in-
wardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every 
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree can-
not bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their 
fruits you will know them.”  

A. Right on the heels of revealing to us the two different ways in life,  

1. Jesus warned us about false prophets.  

a) These are people who seek to persuade you  

b) that the wide gate and the broad way leads to life.  

2. Jesus said beware of them because you will not know them at first.  

B. They will sound appealing, because  

1. they look like sheep.  

2. They sound like sheep.  

a) They appear as innocent and harmless as a lamb.  

(1) How then can I beware of these people?  

(2) How can I avoid being led astray or taken in by them?  

b) Keep observing, you will discover later that they are ravenous wolves.  

3. Rare will be the time that a false prophet or a false teacher  

a) appears to be so initially.  

b) Be sure to examine all things by the Scriptures:  
 
21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. – 1 Thessalonians 5.21  
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1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether 
they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. – 1 John 4.1  

C. Additionally, Jesus revealed that you have to look at the fruit they produce.  

1. Yes, examine their teachings but  

a) see how their teachings play out.  

b) See what kind of people follow them,  

(1) how does the fruit of these prophets and teachers  

(2) show up in the lives of those they teach?  

2. Think of the logical and natural explanation he gave.  

a) Can you gather grapes from thorn bushes?  

b) Can you gather figs from thistles?  

3. Likewise, the fruit reveals the tree.  

a) The fruit not only reveals what kind of tree it is, but  

b) the health of the tree.  

(1) Good trees bear good fruit.  

(2) Bad trees bear bad fruit.  

(a) You cannot expect to get good fruit from a bad tree, nor  

(b) can you expect bad fruit from a good tree.  

D. What happens to the bad trees that do not produce good fruit?  

1. They are cut down and burned.  

a) I have seen this in the news.  

b) I have seen it along Interstate 5 in California.  

c) We have friends in Florida and he has told me that they do this.  

2. Jesus warns us then, how deadly following false prophets is.  

E. Jesus summarized by saying that we will know false prophets by their fruits.  
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1. Therefore, he moved on to warn us about missing the kingdom of heaven.  

2. Listening to false prophets can cause you to lose your soul.  

III. Matthew 7.21–23 • Who Shall Not Enter the Kingdom of Heaven  
 
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to 
Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I 
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!’”  

A. It does not surprise me that Jesus said this after the warning on false prophets.  

B. Ultimately, a false prophet is one who tells you, by implication,  

1. that you do not have to do the will of the Father in heaven.  

2. One thing they will tell you is that merely calling Jesus Lord is enough.  

C. However, listen to the Lord Jesus himself.  

1. He declared that not everyone who calls him Lord shall enter heaven.  

2. That implies some who call him Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven.  

a) Calling him is absolutely essential, but  

b) we have to show that we believe he is Lord, as he once asked:  
 
46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which 
I say?”  
 
– Luke 6.46 

D. He revealed further on the Day of Judgment  

1. some will call him Lord and  

2. make claims of what they have done in his name.  

E. Yet, something was wrong.  

1. Jesus did not know them.  
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a) They did those things for their own glory, and  

b) not for the Lord’s glory.  

2. He will tell them to depart from him because they practiced lawlessness.  

IV. Matthew 7.24–27 • The Wise Man  
 
24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken 
him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not 
fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these sayings 
of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”  

A. Jesus appropriately concluded  

1. that we must  

a) hear his sayings and  

b) do them.  

2. Before we can do,  

a) we certainly have to hear.  

b) However, if we congratulate ourselves for hearing but  

(1) do not back up our hearing with doing what he taught,  

(2) we have built our spiritual houses on sand.  

3. Later, James backed up what the Lord said:  
 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man 
observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes 
away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who 
looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a for-
getful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he 
does.   
 
– James 1.22–25  
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B. Remember the theme of the Sermon on the Mount is:  
 
20 “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the right-
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the king-
dom of heaven.”  
 
– Matthew 5.20  

1. He has been showing us how to exceed their righteousness.  

2. Here in his closing words of this world-changing sermon,  

a) he again showed us how we can exceed their righteousness.  

(1) We simply listen to him,  

(2) then do what we hear from him.  

b) Do not let a false prophet lead you astray on this matter.  

C. Hear and do what he says, and  

1. you shall be like a man who builds a house on solid rock.  

2. Rains, floods, and wind can beat on what you have built, but  

a) your spiritual house will endure.  

b) Be sure that your beliefs are based on what the Bible says.  

D. It is just the opposite for the one who hears, but fails to do.  

1. When the storms of life come,  

2. that person shall not endure.  

V. Matthew 7.28–29 • He Had Authority  
 
28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were 
astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes.  

A. How have you reacted to his teachings?  

B. He astonished those who heard him that day.  

1. They were astonished because  
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2. Jesus did not quote authorities,  

a) as the scribes did and  

b) as I do, but  

(1) he is the authority.  

(2) By the manner in which he taught,  

(a) he demonstrated to them  

(b) that he is the Lord.  

Exhortation:  

I. So we have to decide:  

A. Am I on the narrow way or the broad way?  

B. Am I doing the Father’s will or my will?  

C. Am I building my house on rock or on sand?  

II. The thing about the narrow way  

A. is that since it is narrow,  

B. we can miss it easily,  

1. if we are not asking, seeking, and knocking  

2. as Jesus taught us earlier in the Sermon on the Mount.  

III. The thing about the broad way  

A. is that we might think  

B. that we are on the narrow way!  

1. If we believe that everyone goes to heaven when we die,  

2. whether a practicing disciple of Christ or not,  

a) then we are not on the narrow way, but  

b) we will be like those people  

(1) who were surprised at the Judgment  

(2) when the Lord told them to depart from him. 


