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Canaanite Idol in a Judahite Temple?

When It Goes Well for a Nation  

December 12; Volume 98, Number 50 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

We Need One Another 

Serm
ons

This article from Biblical Archaeology Society’s web site, 
reports on a significant find at the dig where I was sup-
posed to go this past August, but will go this Spring instead, 
Lord willing. I use BC instead of BCE as this author does, DR  

Pagan God Ba‘al possibly worshipped at Tel 
Moẓa, near Jerusalem 

By Nathan Steinmeyer November 
26, 2021 

As first reported by  the Israeli news-
paper Haaretz, archaeologists may 
have discovered material evidence that 
early Judeans worshiped Canaanite 
idols—at a site less than four miles out-
side of the Temple Mount. What ap-
pears to be the bottom part of a stone 
statue of the Canaanite god Ba‘al came 
to light this past summer at Tel Moẓa, 
where a Judahite temple was discov-
ered in 2012. Built around 900 B.C.E. 
(shortly after the time of King Solomon), 
the Moẓa temple must have functioned 
alongside the Jerusalem Temple. 

The limestone fragment was identi-
fied within the wall of the temple, 
where it had been repurposed as a 
building component around 900 B.C.E. 
That the statue was broken and reused 
does not mean that it was destroyed in 
an act of iconoclasm (the purposeful de-
structions of icons and idols). According to Shua 
Kisilevitz, who codirects the excavation, the reuse of 
obsolete idols as building materials in temples was a 
common practice and sign of reverence across the 
ancient Near East. The fragment logically predates the 

structure in which it was reused. It likely comes from 
an earlier phase of the site when statues of deities 
were more common, theorizes Talley Ornan of the 
Hebrew University. 

If the fragment does indeed represent the legs of a 
pagan deity, it will be a remarkably rare find that 

could rewrite how archaeologists and 
historians understand Judahite religion 
at that time. It would mean that Ju-
dahites worshiped a pantheon of gods, 
even during the First Temple period. 
Understandably, the directors of the 
Moẓa excavation remain hesitant to 
come to definitive conclusions until 
they can thoroughly examine and in-
terpret the fragment (the formal acade-
mic publication is expected next year). 
The Moẓa temple was in continual use 
from the late tenth century B.C.E. until 
the early sixth century. It likely existed 
and functioned through the religious 
reforms of kings Hezekiah and Josiah 
(late eighth and late seventh century 
B.C.E., respectively) that supposedly 
centralized YHWH’s worship around 
the Jerusalem Temple. Contrary to this 
policy, the large size and location of 
the Moẓa temple show that it was like-
ly royally sanctioned; a temple of 

which the kings of Judah would have known. We now 
know that there were more temples dedicated to the 
biblical God outside of Jerusalem at that time, includ-
ing at Arad. However, the Moẓa temple may not have 
been dedicated to YHWH but to Ba’al. 

Shua Kisilevitz, codirector of the 
Tel Moẓa excavation, with the 
limestone fragment thought to 
be the legs of a Canaanite idol. 
Photo: David Rafael Moulis
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GOATS 
For 
Covid 
Widows  
  God is great, 
and His com-
passion and love are revealed through His church. More than 
one-hundred sisters were widowed due to Covid among the 
congregations with whom we work. Goats provide an 
opportunity for these sisters and their children to have a 
livelihood, but the vast number for this need was overwhelming.  
  God͛s church, hearing about the situation, came to their feet, 
loving and giving so compassionately. We are pleased to inform 
that 102 widows, many with children, have now received goats.  

        NEW BUS FOR DAI CAMPUS 
                            ´Thank you, God!µ 

      After several years of watching our children push-off the bus 
as they prepare to leave for school, and after the Indian 
government has threatened a heavy tax for this old vehicle, it is 
now prudent to buy a new bus ($30,000)! Walking to our 
apartment, one little boy ran quickly to catch up with me. ͞ Thank 
you for the new bus,͟ he yelled! I pointed to the sky and said, 
͞Thanks belongs to our God!͟               
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  Thej, my young Telegu translator, is very dear 
to me. I first met him in January 2020, as he 
would attend my Revelation classes, after having 
worked the midnight shift at the Post Office.     

OVERSEEN BY THE ELDERS OF 
CROSSVILLE 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R       2  0  2  1 

  Our faithful brothers and sisters 

have worked diligently in 2021 in 

order ͞that God in all things may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ͟ (I Pet. 

4:11), and God has given a bountiful 

increase. The original challenge, to 

baptize 15,500 in 2021, Was 

surpassed on November 26. Even 

more impressive, perhaps, is the fact 

that 205 congregations exist now 

where there were no churches of Christ one year ago. It is a very 

humbling experience to be allowed to be a part of this team and 

to observe the great and mighty things God is accomplishing! 

        SOUL-WINNING WORKSHOPS 
  The main focus over the years has been to train self-supported 

evangelists, soul winners intent on growing the Lord͛s church. 

Little attention has been given to training church members in 

their obligation to teach relatives, friends and neighbors.  

  On November 17, I met with some of our key evangelists to plan 

how we could better utilize one of our greatest resources, the 

average church member. Two pilot workshops were scheduled: 

one for ladies (photo) and 

another for men. The two-

day program would include 

lessons and discussion 

classes on the state of the 

lost, personal study, prayer 

and practical how-to-

lessons for teaching the 

souls of India. Following 

two days of training, a third day was to be devoted to field work. 

Fifty members would be taught in each workshop. 

  The hearts of our brothers and sisters were touched as they 

considered the state of their acquaintances. In the second 

workshop, held in 

Manimadurai, even 

on the second day 

of the workshop 

(photo), members 

brought lost souls 

for Bible study. 

Eight were baptized 

on that day and an 

additional 21 were baptized on the day that followed.  

  We believe God has given us another great tool with which to 

glorify Him. The church is excited as they obey Jesus͛ command 

to ͞Go into all the world,͟ not to mention the strength being 

gained by the saints as they become more active. Lord willing, 

there will be around fifty of these workshops conducted over the 

next twelve months. 

    SATELLITE EVANGELISM SCHOOLS 
  Another new program to begin in 2022 will be satellite schools. 

Satellite schools will have the same curriculum as our regular 

schools of preaching but will end after the two-year session, 

allowing more schools to be started in other areas. 

  This new type of school will work in conjunction with the 

directors in our established existing schools. The seasoned 

instructors will provide guidance to help the new instructors. 

Lord willing, we will have 8 of these new programs.  

  To date, we have interviewed nine men as potential instructors. 

Some of the candidates have baptized as many as 300 souls. 

Some have established more than 3 congregations. Of the nine 

who were interviewed, four very faithful men have been chosen 

thus far. More interviews will be conducted in January. 

  It is indeed exciting to consider the impact these lovers of souls, 

mighty men of God, will have on the Hindus of India. These men 

are proven, passionate to teach idol worshippers about the God 

who created them. Please pray!         

    THE CHILDREN OF MORNINGSTAR            
  Because of the pandemic and the poverty along the border 

between Tamil Nadu and Andre Pradesh, a fourth home for 

destitute children has been started. Most of our children did not 

come as a result of losing 

both parents to Covid. 

Some are with us because 

they have been seemingly 

thrown away. Some were 

abandoned. Among a few of 

our older girls, the potential 

of being sold as a child bride 

was also present. 

  We already have 20 

children in the home and 

Cathy and I enjoyed meeting and getting acquainted with most 

of these beautiful children (several others were in school). When 

we asked what they liked best about Morningstar, the 

overwhelming answer was ͞ food!͟ One boy said that he liked this 

place because when he got sick, someone cared for him. 

  Years ago, I was angry 

when someone asked, ͞Do 
you think you can feed all of 
the starving children in 
India?͟ We may not be 

feeding them all, but I can 

tell you of twenty thankful 

children who have full 

bellies and the love and care 

of our God-fearing staff. 

Twenty more are expected 

within the next few months.   

  Lord willing, this week, property is being purchased where this 

campus will be located. At the moment, the children are living in 

two rented houses, one for boys and one for girls. Amalan and 

his wife, Nirmala, are house-parents. Solomon has been 

instrumental in putting this new work together. 

           THANKFUL FOR JIM WALDRON 
  Brother Jim worked to stir a heart of compassion in Cathy and I 

and a desire for missions. We have learned from his example of 

training self-supported preachers, preacher training schools, 

goats for suffering widows and other great works. We are blessed 

to work with Jim! He is also dearly loved by our Indian brethren.   

 15,670 BAPTISMS IN 2021- 
205 NEW CONGREGATIONS 

GOATS 
For 
Covid 
Widows  
  God is great, 
and His com-
passion and love are revealed through His church. More than 
one-hundred sisters were widowed due to Covid among the 
congregations with whom we work. Goats provide an 
opportunity for these sisters and their children to have a 
livelihood, but the vast number for this need was overwhelming.  
  God͛s church, hearing about the situation, came to their feet, 
loving and giving so compassionately. We are pleased to inform 
that 102 widows, many with children, have now received goats.  

        NEW BUS FOR DAI CAMPUS 
                            ´Thank you, God!µ 

      After several years of watching our children push-off the bus 
as they prepare to leave for school, and after the Indian 
government has threatened a heavy tax for this old vehicle, it is 
now prudent to buy a new bus ($30,000)! Walking to our 
apartment, one little boy ran quickly to catch up with me. ͞ Thank 
you for the new bus,͟ he yelled! I pointed to the sky and said, 
͞Thanks belongs to our God!͟               
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  Thej, my young Telegu translator, is very dear 
to me. I first met him in January 2020, as he 
would attend my Revelation classes, after having 
worked the midnight shift at the Post Office.     

OVERSEEN BY THE ELDERS OF 
CROSSVILLE 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R       2  0  2  1 
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  Thej, my young Telegu translator, is very dear 
to me. I first met him in January 2020, as he 
would attend my Revelation classes, after having 
worked the midnight shift at the Post Office.     

OVERSEEN BY THE ELDERS OF 
CROSSVILLE 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

D  E  C  E  M  B  E  R       2  0  2  1 

Most recent issue 
of Think magazine. 
Located on the 
mailbox table.
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

December Activities: 
26th: Potluck 
29th: Singing 

January Activities: 
26th: Singing 
30th: Potluck

Pray for Dan Morris's family; he passed away this last week from COVID. 

Pray for Dominic's basketball teacher, David. He had a heart attack. Prayers that 
he will be able to teach again. 

Pray for Mark's toe; it has an open wound and is very infected. (A friend of the 
Crisp's) 

Pray for Janet Crisp; she has had several seizures and the doctors cannot find a 
cause.  

Please continue to pray for Jim Rich; that the melanoma will be taken care of 
quickly by the doctors. 

Keep Mandi Ridgley in your prayers. The surgery for her tumor has been sched-
uled for December 27th.

Our shut-ins  

Phil and Diana 
Friesen 

Jack Collier & 
Marie  

Cliff & Eve 
Hanson 

Dave & Karen 
Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby 

Bernice 
Helmer 

Mildred Turley 

Jim & Pat 
Stockdale 

Pat Tomlinson 

Renee Jones 

Richard Lewis 

Hope Michael 

Janet Crisp

2021 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
December 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,271 ..................

Last Week December 5,  3,401 .....

Total After 48 Weeks 157,048 .......

 

Hannans Duncans
Jackson Meyer 

Bryan Rich

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: 
Calendar:

Take a look! 
The Church building is getting all new doors and windows 
installed. So far many of the external doors have been 
replaced. They look so nice! 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Different Generations  
Lou Holtz, one of the most successful college 
football coaches, on the difference between 
yesterday’s athletes and today’s: “People ask me 
what the difference is between athletes today and 
40 years ago—today everybody wants to talk 
about their rights and privileges, and 40 years 
ago we talked about our obligations and 
responsibilities.”  

Is It True?  
“We must all learn to hear what 
we do not like. The question is 
not, ‘Is it pleasant?’ but, ‘Is it 
true?’”  
– Charles Spurgeon  

Is There Life in Space? by Paul A. 
Bartz  
“Back in 1836, well-known astronomer Sir John 
Herschel wrote a series of articles for the New 
York Sun reporting his discovery of life on the 
moon. He told of how he saw buffalo, goats, 
cranes, pelicans, beaches, forests, and even 
winged batmen. The Sun finally admitted that the 
whole story had been a prank, and most of the 
public was amused. 

“There is as much evidence today for life on the 
moon or other planets as there was in 1836. As 

we explore those other planets of the solar 
system, the evidence grows that there is little 
hope that other life will be found in space. 
Evolutionists, of course, expect life to be found in 
space. They feel that if life evolved on earth it 
certainly should have evolved elsewhere, too. At 
a popular conference on whether there is life in 
space, one of today’s most famous astronomers, 

Dr. Robert Jastrow, stated that the 
question was ‘essentially a 
religious controversy.’ 

“That the question of life in space 
is a religious question is an 
i m p o r t a n t i n s i g h t . M a n y 
evolutionists see the discovery of 
life in space as the final nail in 
the coffin of Christianity and 

proof of their religion of evolution. It would not 
be, of course. 

“The Bible does not offer any clear statements on 
the matter, although most Bible-believing 
scholars conclude that the Bible implies that 
material life exists only on earth. However, our 
exploration of space has taught us that our earth 
is a very special place, carefully designed just for 
life.” 

Our Mission Works  
Outside of Oregon 

Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado  

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee 

Don Iverson’s India Work 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California  

Chimala Mission Hospital 
and Schools, Tanzania, Africa  

Don Patton’s archaeological 
work, especially Noah’s Ark 

Our Mission Works  
Inside of Oregon 

World Bible School–Connect 
(Online Bible Studies with 
people in the community)  

Vacation Bible School  

Red Cross Blood Drives  

Food for the poor  

Funds for the poor  

Occasional Seminars  

Home Bible Studies 

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ................
  Worship 10:30  ..............
  Worship 6:00  ..............

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ................

Ruhl’s Rules


