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Good Things About Being a Christian 
We know the bad things about not being a Christian, but what are the good things about being one?  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 7, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Prelude: 

I. A man once said to me:  

A. “We know the bad things about  

B. not being a Christian.  

1. what are the good things about being one?  

Persuasion:  

I. Going to Heaven  

A. When you learn about heaven and hell, and  

1. how long each one lasts,  

2. it is not a hard decision to make.  

B. If you could choose between  

1. what you think is the best natural place in the world, and  

2. the worst part of the worst city in the world,  

a) which would you choose?  

II. Being a Member of the Church  

A. What it is like to be a member of the church?  

B. The people in the church:  

1. When I was 18 years old, I started attending the worship services and 
Bible classes of the Longmont Church of Christ in Colorado with Kerri.  

a) She did not know it, but I was observing the people, noticing some-
thing different about them.  

(1) I was worldly, but the lives of the members of the church were im-
pacting me.  

(2) I did not know what it was, but when I started reading the Bible, 
and then became a member of the church I discovered what it was. 
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(3) Holiness.  

b) I knew that the people were not perfect, but their lives in general were 
lived in a different way than I had ever seen before.  

(1) It was their desire to be holy that attracted me.  

(2) Today, I still find it a tremendous blessing.  

2. First Peter chapter 2 gives a scriptural picture of  

a) what I saw in the people of the church, and  

b) I generally see it wherever I go.  
 
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him 
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.  
 
– 1 Peter 2.9  

3. There are exceptions, but forget those people.  

III.Prayer  

A. Most people, in and out of the church,  

1. will tell you  

2. that one of,  

a) if not the greatest,  

b) spiritual blessing  

(1) is prayer.  

B. Psalm 34 will get a nod from  

1. those who have been in despair,  

2. not knowing what to do, and  

a) not having the power  

b) to bring success.  
 
I sought the LORD, and He heard me,  
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And delivered me from all my fears.  
They looked to Him and were radiant,  
And their faces were not ashamed.  
This poor man cried out, and the LORD heard him,  
And saved him out of all his troubles.  
The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him,  
And delivers them.  
 
– Psalm 34.4–7  

C. When  

1. everything else and  

2. everyone else  

a) fails,  

b) God never does, and  

(1) we can go to him and  

(2) find peace.  

D. There is great comfort in being able to talk to God.  

1. Abraham Lincoln in a letter to Major General Daniel V. Sickles after the 
battle of Gettysburg, describes what Christians think in regard to prayer,  
 
“I went to my room and got down on my knees in prayer. Never before 
had I prayed with so much earnestness. I wish I could repeat my prayer. 
I felt that I must put all my trust in Almighty God. He gave our people 
the best country ever given to men. He alone could save it from destruc-
tion.”  

2. Your battle of Gettysburg  

a) may have been a sick relative, or  

b) a way-ward loved one, or  

c) someone who despises you.  

(1) How did you pray?  

(2) You know how Lincoln prayed.  
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E. Prayer is like those times  

1. when you held your crying in,  

2. till suddenly  

a) the moment was so strong, and  

b) you burst forth with tears.  

(1) We  

(a) work and  

(b) strive and  

(c) worry,  

i) till finally we drop heads,  

ii) fall to our knees, and  

(1) the fountain of our souls gushes forth.  

(2) We wonder why we took so long to pray.  

IV. Freedom From Sin and Guilt  

A. Psalm 38 shows the sting of guilt,  

1. which everyone has who has not  

2. sought forgiveness from God experiences,  

a) although they go to the doctor  

b) to relieve the anguish of guilt, but  

c) they do not realize  

(1) that guilt comes from sin.  
 
O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your wrath,  
Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure!  
For Your arrows pierce me deeply,  
And Your hand presses me down.  
There is no soundness in my flesh  
Because of Your anger,  
Nor any health in my bones  
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Because of my sin.  
For my iniquities have gone over my head;  
Like a heavy burden they are too heavy for me.  
My wounds are foul and festering  
Because of my foolishness.  
I am troubled, I am bowed down greatly;  
I go mourning all the day long.  
For my loins are full of inflammation,  
And there is no soundness in my flesh.  
I am feeble and severely broken;  
I groan because of the turmoil of my heart.  
 
– Psalm 38.1–8  

3. The distress,  

a) the sadness, and  

b) the emptiness,  

(1) cannot be addressed adequately  

(2) by anyone,  

(a) except God.  

B. Hebrews 8.12  
 
“For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their law-
less deeds I will remember no more.”  

V. Being Called a Child of God  

A. First John 3.1  
 
1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, 
because it did not know Him.  

B. Before you are a child of God  

1. you are a child of the devil.  

a) The devil represents everything  
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b) that is opposed to God. 

(1) The children of the devil  

(2) do not have the heart of God.  

C. Yet, God in His love  

1. still invites us  

2. into His family!  

a) Are there people you despise because  

b) they are contrary to your family?  

(1) Would you invite them into your family?  

(2) That is what God did for you!  

VI.You Have Been Salvaged  

A. The English words  

1. “salvation” and  

2. “salvage”  

a) come from the French.  

b) When we salvage something  

c) we are saving it from  

(1) destruction and  

(2) uselessness.  

B. Two blocks from the first house we bought,  

1. is a house that Kerri and I  

2. were interested in first.  

a) However, the real estate agent would not show it to us for two reasons:  

(1) It was tied up in legal matters; and  

(2) he did not want us to buy a wreck,  

(a) thinking that the house  
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(b) was beyond salvageability.  

b) When the legal matters were resolved,  

(1) someone did buy the house and  

(2) did wonderful work on it.  

(a) The man saved it from total destruction.  

(b) Others did not think that it could be salvaged, but he did.  

c) Is not spiritual salvation the same?  

C. We ruined ourselves by sin and corruption.  

1. Ephesians chapter 2 is an apt picture of  

a) what most of us  

b) used to be.  
 
1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in 
which you once walked according to the course of this world, ac-
cording to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now 
works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once 
conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just 
as the others  
 
– Ephesians 2.1–3  

2. Titus chapter 3 is also a fair depiction of  

a) that from which we came, and  

b) from which we continue  

c) to struggle to leave.  
 
3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful 
and hating one another.  
 
– Titus 3.3  
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3. But God salvaged us,  

a) saving us from  

b) the eternal dump of hell.  

D. Now we are new creatures.  

1. Like an old car that someone has restored, and  

a) even updated  

b) to make it better than before.  

2. Like an old house that someone has restored, and  

a) modernized,  

b) so that we have the best of  

(1) the old and  

(2) the new.  

(a) When we bought that first house,  

(b) which was built in 1927,  

i) Kerri told an older friends of ours  

ii) that we bought an old house, and  

iii) we like old houses because they have charm.  

(c) He said yes, but does the plumbing have charm.  

i) When you have a house that has charm, and  

ii) the plumbing has charm,  

iii) you can have your cake and eat it too.  

3. God makes us new creatures,  

a) as innocent as  

b) when we came from the womb.  

(1) However, he adds many features  

(2) that make us even better.  
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c) Second Corinthians chapter 5 gives the perfect description of  

(1) what happens to us  

(2) when we become Christians.  
 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 5.17  

VII.Enjoying God  

A. When you enjoy God  

1. you enjoy everything about Him.  

2. Do you think about just enjoying God?  

B. He is  

1. your highest joy and  

2. your greatest delight.  

C. Who was ever sad enjoying God?  

1. They are always in a good mood, happy to be alive.  

2. Man’s greatest thoughts are when he is contemplating God.  

3. Who wants to commit sin after enjoying God?  

4. Who is not lifted up after enjoying God?  

D. Let enjoyment of God be the major focus of your life.  

1. Psalm 34.8–10  
 
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good;  
Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!  
Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints!  
There is no want to those who fear Him.  
The young lions lack and suffer hunger;  
But those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing.  
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2. Psalm 36.7–9  
 
How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!  
Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your 
wings.  
They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house,  
And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures.  
For with You is the fountain of life;  
In Your light we see light.  

3. Psalm 37.4–5  
 
Delight yourself also in the LORD,  
And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  
Commit your way to the LORD,  
Trust also in Him,  
And He shall bring it to pass.  

4. Psalm 42.1–2  
 
As the deer pants for the water brooks,  
So pants my soul for You, O God.  
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  
When shall I come and appear before God?  

5. Psalm 43.3–5  
 
Oh, send out Your light and Your truth!  
Let them lead me;  
Let them bring me to Your holy hill  
And to Your tabernacle.  
Then I will go to the altar of God,  
To God my exceeding joy;  
And on the harp I will praise You,  
O God, my God.  
Why are you cast down, O my soul?  
And why are you disquieted within me?  
Hope in God;  
For I shall yet praise Him,  
The help of my countenance and my God.  
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E. Life is unavoidably tied to God,  

1. so that when you enjoy God  

2. you enjoy your life.  

F. Therefore, we should not be surprised  

1. that Scripture makes a relationship with God,  

2. hence enjoying God,  

3. the number one priority.  

a) Deuteronomy 10.12  
 
12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, 
but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love 
Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul.”  

b) Psalm 111.10  
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;  
A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.  
His praise endures forever.  

c) Psalm 145.19  
 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him;  
He also will hear their cry and save them.  

d) Ecclesiastes 8.12  
 
12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are pro-
longed, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear 
God, who fear before Him.  

e) Ecclesiastes 12.13  
 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and 
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keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.  

f) Matthew 22.37–40  
 
37 Jesus said to him, “’You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’” {Deuterono-
my 6:5}   

g) First Corinthians 10.31  
 
31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to 
the glory of God.  

h) First Peter 4.11  
 
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in 
all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong 
the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

Exhortation: 

I. What More Shall I Say?  

A. For the time would fail me to tell of  

1. living in grace,  

2. taking in mercy,  

3. enjoying peace,  

4. being adopted by Jesus Christ,  

5. finding God’s wisdom,  

6. walking in the Holy Spirit, because  

a) God has provided  

b) the best things for us.  

II. Are you ready to become a Christian? 


