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Countering Indoctrination  
By Don Batten*

The Great, The Greater, and The Greatest Among Nations

January 2, 2022; Volume 99, Number 1 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

The Great, The Greater, and The Greatest Among Men 

Serm
ons

RELEASED IN 1979, the BBC’s Life on Earth 
television series made the narrator, Sir David At-
tenborough, famous. The 13 episodes culminated 
with one on human origins. The whole series 
“sold” evolution to viewers. Attenborough told the 
evolutionary story as if it were factual. When 
combined with the stunning visual imagery and 
the impressive musical 
score, his rich narration 
amounted to an effective 
tool of indoctrination in 
evolution.  

My wife and I watched 
the series with our two older 
children in the 1980s, when 
they were in primary (ele-
mentary) school. You might 
think, “What, expose your 
children to such evolution-
ary indoctrination?” Well, 
we did not just leave them 
to watch them by them-
selves! We watched them 
with them, and gave our 
own commenta ry. The 
episodes had lots of good 
factual science that gave us 
many opportunities to praise 
God and give Him the glory for His marvelous 
creation. But when Attenborough spun some out-
rageous evolutionary tale, we would laugh. In do-
ing this, as well as sharing with them age-appro-

priate information, we were endeavoring to teach 
our daughter and older son to discern between 
storytelling and scientific facts.  

One of the more outrageous parts sticks in my 
mind. In episode 6, “The invasion of the land,” 
Attenborough talked about how “350 million 
years ago…fish began to haul themselves out onto 

the land.” This supposed-
ly explained the begin-
nings of land creatures, 
eventually becoming us. 
LOL! He talked about 

mudskippers, the coela-
canth fish, lungfish, and 
amphibians, which are all 
beautifully designed to do 
what they do!  
We need to teach our chil-
dren to discern. Both are 
now adults and have gradu-
ated from biology-based 
university courses. Both be-
lieve in biblical creation.  
It’s important that our kids 
grow up to be confident in 
the Bible’s creation account, 
because it is foundational to 
the Gospel… 

*This is Don Patton that we know.  
Source:  
Creation Magazine, Volume 44, Number 1, 2022, page 6 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
website – www.dfat.gov.au, CC BY 3.0 
AU, via Wikimedia Commons

Chief of Indoctrination: David Attenborough
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

January Activities: 
26th: Singing 
30th: Potluck 

FebruaryActivities: 
23rd: Singing 
27th: Potluck 

Pray for Mary Stout; she was in the hospital and is having some health issues. 

Pray for Bob Andersen; he is in a lot of pain. His hip surgery is scheduled for Jan-
uary 19th. 

Keep Mandi Ridgley in your prayers; She had the brain tumor removed from her 
head on Dec. 27th. The surgery was successful and she is home now. Pray that 
she will heal well.

Our shut-ins  

Phil and Diana 
Friesen 

Jack Collier & 
Marie  

Cliff & Eve 
Hanson 

Dave & Karen 
Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby 

Bernice 
Helmer 

Mildred Turley 

Jim & Pat 
Stockdale 

Pat Tomlinson 

Renee Jones 

Richard Lewis 

Hope Michael 

Janet Crisp

2021 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
January 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,088 ..................

Last Week December 26  420 .......

Total After 53 Weeks 163,690 .......

 

Tomlinson No Volunteer
Orie Peugh 

Adam Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: 
Calendar:

Stop the Bleed 
The leadership would like to host a first aid class for any 
members who are interested. The class is called Stop the 
Bleed. We need a minimum of ten people to have the 
class. The class date and time will be set once we confirm 
we have at least 10 interested persons. The class is typically 
2 hours long and is held in one session. Please see Carl if 
you are interested; please also indicate a day and time of 
the week that might be best for you to participate. 

Yearly Volunteer Sign Ups 
The volunteer sign up sheets for the new year are posted up 
on the bulletin board by the office.  

Masks 
The Elders request that everyone wear a mask in the spirit 
of Philippians 2.1–5, which says: "Therefore if there is any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, in any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill 
my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being 
of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you 
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 
interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus..." 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Last Lord’s Day 
We had several families gone last week 
and with the snow, we heard that not 
many were in attendance. However, we 
are glad to be back with you after visiting 
our middle daughter Stephanie and her 
family in Nashville, Tennessee.  

Praise God for Mandi and Jim  
Finally, Mandi Ridgely had her surgery 
while we were gone! Let us praise God 
that the tumor in her brain was removed. 
Also, the treatment that they are giving Jim 
Rich is shrinking his melanoma! This has 
been a long time coming for this sister and 
this brother. Let us thank God!  

Blood Shortage  
The Red Cross continues to contact me, 
saying that they are experiencing one of 
the worst shortages ever. This would be a 
great time for you to sign up for our drive 

on January 17th. If you have never given 
before, you can talk to Kerri Ruhl, the Carl 
Peughs, Gene Tomlinson, Nancy Watkins, 
the Henshalls, Diane Amberg, Cheryl 
Cates, (I am not sure who else has given; 
sorry if I left you out) and they can tell you 
what the experience is like. Teenagers can 
give if they are over 16 years old and 
weigh at least 110 pounds.  

Bible-Reading Sermon 
The sermon series that I give at the end of 
the year should have been given last 
Lord’s Day, but since we were in 
Tennessee, I obviously could not do it. For 
today, I will be doing reruns from 2009. I 
hope you do not mind. Then next Lord’s 
Day, I will do the Bible-reading series 
from Psalm 119. On the third Lord’s Day 
of the month, I will get back to 
Ecclesiastes. 

Our Mission Works  
Outside of Oregon 

Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado  

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee 

Don Iverson’s India Work 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California  

Chimala Mission Hospital 
and Schools, Tanzania, Africa  

Don Patton’s archaeological 
work, especially Noah’s Ark 

Our Mission Works  
Inside of Oregon 

World Bible School–Connect 
(Online Bible Studies with 
people in the community)  

Vacation Bible School  

Red Cross Blood Drives  

Food for the poor  

Funds for the poor  

Occasional Seminars  

Home Bible Studies 

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ................
  Worship 10:30  ..............
  Worship 6:00  ..............

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ................

Ruhl’s Rules


