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Why America Might Be Punished  
By Dave Miller 

Things that Leaders Do

January 9, 2022; Volume 99, Number 2 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

The Eighth 8 Reasons for Reading the Bible 

Serm
ons

As Moses’ life drew to a close, God issued to 
the nation of Israel the keys to national health, 
i.e., the specific principles necessary to sustaining 
national existence. The book of Deuteronomy 
records these great admonitions that serve as ex-
tremely relevant advice for America. One insight 
pertains to the level of wealth and prosperity that 
characterizes the lifestyle of the average Ameri-
can. Indeed, this country has achieved a greater 
level of prosperity for a greater number of its citi-
zens than any nation in human history. America’s 
standard of living is the envy of the civilized 
world. Even the poorest American lives far better 
than much of the world’s population. 

This circumstance was anticipated by the 
Founders who insisted that freedom coupled with 
Christian principles will enable a country to 
achieve unprecedented prosperity, progress, and 
happiness. For example, on October 11, 1782, the 
Continental Congress issued a proclamation to the 
nation that articulates this foundational principle, 
recommending to citizens of 

all ranks, to testify their gratitude to God for his 
goodness, by a cheerful obedience to his laws, 
and by promoting, each in his station, and by his 
influence, the practice of true and undefiled reli-
gion,which is the great foundation of public pros-
perity and national happiness (Journals of…, 
23:647, emp. added). 

America has graced the world with unparal-

leled technological progress, shared prosperity, 
and benevolent assistance. We literally wallow in 
abundance. 

But this paradisaical status cannot last. Ameri-
ca must suffer punishment for turning her back on 
the Source of her greatness, and for spurning the 
moral and spiritual principles that propelled her to 
the premiere position among the nations of the 
Earth. The reason for national punishment is the 
same reason given for Israel’s expulsion from 
Canaan. Their punishment? “[T]herefore you shall 
serve your enemies, whom the Lord will send 
against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and 
in need of everything; and He will put a yoke of 
iron on your neck until He has destroyed 
you” (Deuteronomy 28:48). But why? Why did Is-
rael merit such punishment? Moses articulated the 
reason in his farewell address to the nation—
words that are eerily apropos to Americans: “Be-
cause you did not serve the Lord your God with 
joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of 
everything” (Deuteronomy 28:47, emp. added). If 
only Americans en masse would awaken to rever-
ence and serve the Master of the Universe. 

REFERENCE 
Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789 
(1904-1937), ed. Worthington C. Ford, et al. (Washington, 
D.C.: Government Printing Office), Library of Congress, 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwjc.html.
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Most recent issues of Reason & Revelation and the Christian Courier. 
There are copies located on the mailbox table.
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Who Am I

1. My wife became a pillar of salt. 

2. I was beheaded in prison. 

3. Paul and I sang while in prison. 

4. I was the first son of Adam and Eve. 

5. I committed suicide by falling on my own sword. 

6. I sold Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. 

7. I walked naked for three years. 

8. I washed the disciples' feet showing the spirit of humility. 

10. I grieved when my sons showed me a blood-soaked coat. 

11. Earlier one of Jesus' disciples, I was banished to the Isle of Patmos. 

12. I was David's best friend. 

13. I traveled to a foreign land to meet my husband. 

14. I was a twin to Jacob. 

15. God changed my name to Paul. 

16. I am called "the father of many nations." 

17. Jesus asked me to take care of His mother. 

18. I announced the birth of Jesus to Mary. 

19. I revived a dead man in the church. 

20. I saw a bush on fire, although it never burned up. 

21. I didn't like it that my sister wouldn't help me with the housework. 

22. I denied Jesus three times in one night. 

23. I was the father of King David. 

24. I was stricken with leprosy because I spoke against Moses. 

25. Jesus raised me from the dead. 

26. I was hanged on the hallows I had built for someone else. 

27. I was given to David as a wife in reward for his slaying Goliath.
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

January Activities: 
17th: Blood Drive 
26th: Singing 
30th: Potluck 

FebruaryActivities: 
23rd: Singing 
27th: Potluck 

Pray for Bob Andersen; he is in a lot of pain. His hip surgery is scheduled for Jan-
uary 19th. 

Continue to pray for Mandi; that she will continue to heal from her surgery. 

Continue to pray for Jim Rich; that his melanoma will not come back.

Our shut-ins  

Phil and Diana 
Friesen 

Jack Collier & 
Marie  

Cliff & Eve 
Hanson 

Dave & Karen 
Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby 

Bernice 
Helmer 

Mildred Turley 

Jim & Pat 
Stockdale 

Pat Tomlinson 

Renee Jones 

Richard Lewis 

Hope Michael 

Janet Crisp

2022 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
January 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,675 ..................

Last Week January 2,  3,675 ..........

Total After 1 Week 3,675 ..............

 

Tomlinson No Volunteer
Jacob Noveske 

Nick Noveske

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: 
Calendar:

Total Contribution 
The total Contribution for 2021 was 163,689. 

Yearly Volunteer Sign Ups 
The volunteer sign up sheets for the new year are posted up 
on the bulletin board by the office. 

Update: 
Karen Fitzwater was moved into memory care. 

NEEDS: 
-Donna Butts would love a ride to Church Sunday evenings 
and Wednesday evenings. If you can pick her up please let 
her know. 
-Mandi Ridgley needs meals prepared and brought to her 
while she recovers from surgery. There is a sign up sheet on 
the foyer table. 
-Bob Anderson needs communion brought to him on 
Sundays. There is a sign up sheet on the foyer table. 

Surgery 
Nancy Watkins is having Surgery on January 20th. 

Blood Drive 
There will be a blood drive at the building on the 17th. 

Deacons Meeting Next Sunday. 

Masks 
The Elders request that everyone wear a mask in the spirit 
of Philippians 2.1–5, which says: "Therefore if there is any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, in any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my 
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you 
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 
interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus..."

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Listening for Alsan in Everyday Life 

By Greg Asimakoupoulos 

When God speaks,  
I want to hear  
against the backdrop of constant distractions.  
 
Amid the din of doing life  
in the midst of mounting pressures  
and maintaining routines  
(all the while pursuing dreams),  
I want to sense His presence  
and hear the essence of His heart.  
 
When God speaks,  
I want to know what He is saying.  
And even if it means a moratorium from praying  
(because my words can often get in the way),  
I am willing to be still  
to know that He is God.

Our Mission Works  
Outside of Oregon 

Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado  

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee 

Don Iverson’s India Work 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California  

Chimala Mission Hospital 
and Schools, Tanzania, Africa  

Don Patton’s archaeological 
work, especially Noah’s Ark 

Our Mission Works  
Inside of Oregon 

World Bible School–Connect 
(Online Bible Studies with 
people in the community)  

Vacation Bible School  

Red Cross Blood Drives  

Food for the poor  

Funds for the poor  

Occasional Seminars  

Home Bible Studies 

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ................
  Worship 10:30  ..............
  Worship 6:00  ..............

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ................

Ruhl’s Rules


