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What Good Is Pleasure?  
If you could have everything your eyes desired, would you be happy?  

Ecclesiastes 2.1–11  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • November 14, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Chris Meyer – Ecclesiastes 2.4–7  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg –  

Prelude:  

I. If you could have everything your eyes desired, would you be happy?  

II. The Bible itself says:  
 
God…gives us richly all things to enjoy.  
 
– 1 Timothy 6.17  

A. The Bible shows many proofs of that,  

B. showing that God made Abraham, David, and others wealthy.  

1. In First Kings 3,  

2. after God had asked Solomon what he wanted, and  

a) Solomon said he wanted understanding to judge God’s people  

b) so that Solomon could discern between right and wrong,  

(1) in other words, he wanted wisdom, and  

(2) God promised to give it,  

(a) God also promised to give Solomon something else,  
 
13 And I have also given you what you have not asked: both 
riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you 
among the kings all your days.  
 
– 1 Kings 3.13  

(b) That means kings in other nations,  

i) such as the wealthy pharaohs of Egypt,  

ii) did not surpass Solomon in his riches and honor.  



What Good Is Pleasure?; Ecc 2.1–11; 04679; Page  of 2 9

III.Yet, listen to what Solomon will say about all that in Ecclesiastes 2.1–11.  

Persuasion:  

I. Ecclesiastes 2.1–2 • Is There Meaning in Pleasure?  
 
1 I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with mirth; therefore enjoy 
pleasure”; but surely, this also was vanity. 2 I said of laughter—“Madness!”; 
and of mirth, “What does it accomplish?”  

A. Solomon did not find the meaning and purpose of life  

1. in science (1.4–8) nor  

2. in wisdom (1.12–18).  

B. If those two sober views of life  

1. could not show the value of life,  

2. perhaps the opposite could show the purpose of life.  

C. Therefore, he spoke to himself again and tested himself with amusement.  

1. He jumped all the way into the waters of pleasure.  

2. If the serious study of life  

a) through science, wisdom, and knowledge  

b) could not give meaning to life,  

(1) failing to show why we exist,  

(2) then the other side of life might show us.  

(a) Perhaps with amusement, pleasure, games, sports, materialism, 
and other fun things of this life  

(b) he would find the meaning of life.  

D. Right away he revealed three things about that kind of life.  

1. It is all vanity.  

2. It is madness.  

3. It does not accomplish anything.  
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E. Look at some of the pleasures he tried to enjoy.  

II. Ecclesiastes 2.3 • Wine  
 
3 I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine, while guiding my 
heart with wisdom, and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good 
for the sons of men to do under heaven all the days of their lives.  

A. He made a decision to satisfy his flesh with wine.  

1. He did it wisely, for  

a) he had himself written in Proverbs 23 of the dangers of wine:  
 
29 Who has woe?  
 Who has sorrow?  
 Who has contentions?  
 Who has complaints?  
 Who has wounds without cause?  
 Who has redness of eyes?  
30 Those who linger long at the wine,  
 Those who go in search of mixed wine.  
 
 – Proverbs 23.29–30  

b) Therefore, as he sought pleasure through wine,  

c) he guided his heart with wisdom.  

(1) He did not want wine to destroy him.  

(2) He wanted to experience the folly  

(a) that comes with gratifying your flesh with wine, but  

(b) he kept that folly in check with wisdom.  

B. He thought that perhaps the proper combination of  

1. amusement, pleasure, wine, wisdom, and folly  

2. would reveal the meaning of life.  

a) Perhaps it was simply a matter of balance,  

b) not going too far to either extreme.  
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C. He believed that doing these things  

1. might reveal what is good for the sons of men to do  

2. during the days of their lives on the earth.  

III.Ecclesiastes 2.4–8 • This and That  
 
4 I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself vineyards. 
5 I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in 
them. 6 I made myself water pools from which to water the growing trees of 
the grove. 7 I acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my 
house. Yes, I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than all who were in 
Jerusalem before me. 8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the spe-
cial treasures of kings and of the provinces. I acquired male and female 
singers, the delights of the sons of men, and musical instruments of all kinds.  

A. On top of the wine, he added more pleasures,  

1. making his works great.  

2. He succeeded because we still talk about them to this day.  

B. He built houses.  

1. He needed a house in the capital.  

2. He needed a winter home.  

3. He wanted a summer home.  

4. He wanted a home in the country.  

5. He desired a home in the mountains.  

6. He desired a home in the desert.  

a) Perhaps all those homes could provide pleasure.  

b) Could he find meaning in having many beautiful homes?  

C. He made his own version of the Garden of Eden,  

1. planting vineyards,  

2. making gardens and orchards,  

3. planting different varieties of fruit trees, and  



What Good Is Pleasure?; Ecc 2.1–11; 04679; Page  of 5 9

4. he had pools for watering all those plants.  

a) It must have been beautiful to behold.  

b) Like homes featured in a magazine with incredible landscaping.  

(1) Surely that brought meaning into his life.  

(2) We try the same things and what do we discover?  

D. He could not take care of all of it himself,  

1. so he acquired the necessary workers.  

2. He hired families of workers so that they bore children under his care.  

a) Is that not what makes life good,  

b) having many people doing your bidding?  

E. Solomon possessed herds, flocks, silver, gold, and special treasures of kings  

1. more than anyone before him in Jerusalem (and probably after him).  

2. Surely there he found the reason for life, getting rich.  

a) Are these not the things for which we labor and toil  

b) in our days under the sun?  

F. He acquired the best surround sound system ever invented.  

1. He possessed the singers and the musicians, not mere recordings!  

2. Hearing the wonderful tunes of the best music live must make life good.  

a) Solomon got those things and  

b) we labor for them and brag about what we have.  

G. In verse 8,  

1. the New King James Version says, “the delights of the sons of men,”  

2. the ESV and the NASB have, “many concubines,” and  

3. the NIV has, “harem.”  
 
3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred con-
cubines; and his wives turned away his heart.  
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– 1 Kings 11.3  

a) Not only did he discover  

b) that having unlimited women does not provide the purpose of life, but  

(1) those women turned his heart away from the Lord.  

(2) That is what seeking the world will do to you.  

H. Do you need to hear more from the Book of Ecclesiastes  

1. to know that everything he listed  

2. is vanity and grasping for the wind?  

IV. Ecclesiastes 2.9–10 • Fulfilling the Desire of the Eyes  
 
9 So I became great and excelled more than all who were before me in 
Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me.  
 
10 Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them.  
 I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure,  
 For my heart rejoiced in all my labor;  
 And this was my reward from all my labor.  

A. Putting together  

1. his knowledge of science,  

2. his wisdom and knowledge in all things,  

3. his full range of pleasures  

a) made him great and  

b) he excelled more than anyone before him in Jerusalem.  

(1) During all that time  

(2) he retained the wisdom God had given.  

B. Solomon did not list every pleasure, but  

1. in verse 10 he summarized what he did.  



What Good Is Pleasure?; Ecc 2.1–11; 04679; Page  of 7 9

2. If he saw something he wanted, he got it.  

a) He could afford it.  

b) He knew how to get it and how to use it.  

3. Name any pleasure and he did not withhold his heart from it.  

C. He rejoiced in all of it.  

1. He worked for it,  

2. giving him happiness.  

D. However, that does not mean  

1. he found the meaning of life  

a) (Otherwise, Ecclesiastes would have ended here), but  

2. his happiness was empty.  

a) He still missed something.  

b) Something was still not right.  

V. Ecclesiastes 2.11 • All Pleasure Is Vanity  
 
11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done  
 And on the labor in which I had toiled;  
 And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind.  
 There was no profit under the sun.  

A. He looked at all his labors.  

1. He looked at his pleasures.  

2. He looked at his laughter.  

3. He looked at his wine.  

4. He looked at his homes.  

5. He looked at his vineyards.  

6. He looked at his Garden of Eden.  

7. He looked at his employees.  
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8. He looked at his wealth.  

9. He looked at his music.  

10.He looked at his women.  

a) He looked at all his labor and toil  

b) in which he had sought pleasure and the meaning of life.  

B. What did he conclude?  

1. Just what he said at the beginning of his treatise in 1.2–3.  
 
2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; 
 “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”  
3 What profit has a man from all his labor  
 In which he toils under the sun?  

2. It was all vanity,  

a) a grasping for the wind, and  

b) profitless under the sun.  

Exhortation:  

I. When men and women  

A. leave out their reason for existing and  

B. forget the one event that comes to all humanity,  

1. life becomes  

a) meaningless,  

b) useless, and  

c) profitless.  

2. Only look at life under the sun and be in despair.  

II. Do you want to give meaning to all things that you do?  

A. There is one thing you must do and  

B. there is one thing for which you must prepare.  
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III.Solomon has not revealed those things yet, so, I will not.  

A. However, stay with me in these sermons and  

B. we shall discover the answer to those questions.  

IV. Solomon’s journey on the path of life made him try  

A. science (1.4–8),  

B. wisdom (1.12–18), and  

C. now hedonism (2.1–11).  

V. If you could have everything your eyes desired, would you be happy?  

A. Why do we get old and  

B. before that happens,  

1. why do our bodies break down slowly?  

2. The Lord is telling us  

a) that we will soon have to leave this life.  

b) Everyone does it.  

(1) You and I will do it.  

(2) What we should be doing then  

(a) is preparing for the time we leave.  

(b) Jesus shows us the way.  

C. The ones in heaven are  
 
4 …the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed 
from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb.  
 
– Revelation 14.4 


