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The Longest Night 
By Greg Asimakoupoulos

Why Relying on the Lord Matters

December 19, 2021; Volume 98, Number 51 

SAVAGE STREET  
Church of Christ

Our History: 

The Savage Street Church of Christ 
began on March 4, 1923 at 6th and 

H Streets. After sometime on 
Evelyn Street, we moved to our 
present location on March 20, 

1960. Join us in 2023 when we 
celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

To
da

y’
s 10:30 am service

6:00 pm service

Think About Your Promises and Possessions 

Serm
ons

Longing for a new day to dawn 

It’s the longest night. 
It’s a night that accentuates the loneliness I feel. 
Bitterness and sadness share my (otherwise) emp-

ty room. 
Forgiveness and happiness  
can be heard knocking at my double-locked 

door. 
I would welcome their company 
but my faith is too weak to let them in. 
I am paralyzed by the emotional parasites  
that have devoured my peace of mind. 

A candle in the corner flickers. 
I catch a glimpse of the darting flame. 
Starved for light, 
this miniature blaze is a beam of hope. 
But the shadows it casts on the wall 
are merely silhouettes that mock my dreams of 

dawn. 
Will this night ever end? 
When will the haunting beats of my tired heart 

subside? 
When will my suffocating restless mind begin to 

breathe again?  

O God of the future, 
be present with me now as the past casts my life’s 

drama 
with memories that know their lines by heart. 

Walk with me through the never-ending hours of 
this night. 

Stand beside me as I surrender my fears, regrets 
and grief once again. 

Sit with me in my sorrow until the morning 
comes  

and the days become increasingly longer 24 
hours at a time. 

Loving God, remind me of the meaning of Im-
manuel. 

That You are with me. 
That You never will forsake me.
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These are the most recent issues of the Christian Courier and Reason & Revelation. There 
are copies located on the mailbox table in the foyer.
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OTHER NEWS 

If you would like to receive the bulletin as a PDF, please see Rebekah Noveske. If you would like to have your an-
nouncement run in our bulletin, please place it on the secretary's desk before Friday morning or email it to Rebekah 
Noveske: Novesker@gmail.com If you would like a CD of sermons or adult classes please see Don.

December Activities: 
29th: Singing 

January Activities: 
26th: Singing 
30th: Potluck

Pray for Bob Andersen; he is in a lot of pain. His hip surgery is scheduled for Jan-
uary 19th. 

Pray for Dan Morris's family; he passed away December 7th from COVID. 

Pray for Mark's toe; it has an open wound and is very infected. (A friend of the 
Crisp's) 

Pray that Jim's melanoma will be addressed soon. 

Keep Mandi Ridgley in your prayers. Pray that she feels peaceful as she prepares 
for her brain surgery on the 27th of December

Our shut-ins  

Phil and Diana 
Friesen 

Jack Collier & 
Marie  

Cliff & Eve 
Hanson 

Dave & Karen 
Fitzwater 

Mary Stout 

Phil Frisby 

Bernice 
Helmer 

Mildred Turley 

Jim & Pat 
Stockdale 

Pat Tomlinson 

Renee Jones 

Richard Lewis 

Hope Michael 

Janet Crisp

2021 Contribution
Open & Close 

Building
December 

Greeter
Card Collectors

Meet with elders 
& preacher

Weekly Average 3,275 ..................

Last Week December 12,  3,461 ...

Total After 49 Weeks 160,509 .......

 

Hannans Duncans
Orie Peugh 

Adam Peugh

The elders and 

preacher have regu-

lar meetings. You 

may come Mondays 

at 1:30 PM to Don's 

office. Call first. Or 

they can meet with 

you at another time. 

Prayers: 
Calendar:

No Potluck. 
We will not be having potluck this month. 

Masks 
The Elders request that everyone wear a mask in the spirit 
of Philippians 2. 1-5, which says: "Therefore if there is any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, in any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill 
my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being 
of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you 
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 
interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus..." 

Help Needed 
Bob Andersen needs volunteers to make a better walk way 
for him from his garage to his font door. It needs to be 
made wheelchair accessible. The pathway needs to be 
leveled out as much as possible. Please see Diane Garcia. 

Communion List 
Bob Andersen needs people to bring him communion. 
There is a sign up sheet on the foyer table. 

mailto:Novesker@gmail.com
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Religion vs Atheism  
“Religion is a fairytale for people afraid of the 
dark.” – Stephen Hawking 

“Atheism is a fairytale for people afraid of the 
light.” – John Lennox  

The Need for Blood  
Chris Hrouda, the President of the American Red 
Cross Biomedical Services, sent out an email this 
past Friday, saying that they will deliver more 
than 6 million lifesaving blood products because 
of sacrifices that people like you in the 
congregation have made by giving blood. He 
added that the blood supply is at a historic low, 
so that they have had to reduce the amount of 
blood products that they give to hospitals by 
25%, which means that hospitals are postponing 
surgeries. The COVID pandemic has also had a 
detrimental affect on blood drives, because some 
places are canceling blood drives, but you here 
at Savage Street, and people from our community 
have continued to come to our blood drives and 
for that, we thank God.  

Gone December 24–31  
On Friday, December 24th, Kerri and I will fly to 
Nashville, Tennessee to be with our middle 
daughter, Stephanie, and her family. [Well, I’ll let 
you in on a little secret, although we just saw our 

little and newest granddaughter, we want to see 
her again. We can’t get enough of her.] So we 
leave on Christmas Eve and return New Year’s Eve 
at around mid-night, I believe. Brother Brad 
Holm will teach my class on Sunday, December 
26th, and preach the morning sermon. One of 
our elders, brother Dan Calvert will fill in for me 
on Sunday evening. Then for Wednesday, brother 
Larry Amberg will take charge of the singing 
night. We will miss you, but we will cherish our 
time with Stephanie and her family, or more 
specifically little Flannery, shown below when 
she was her last month! 

Our Mission Works  
Outside of Oregon 

Mountain States Children’s 
Home, Longmont, Colorado  

Brad Harrub & Focus Press, 
Franklin, Tennessee 

Don Iverson’s India Work 

ChristianCourier.com, 
Stockton, California  

Chimala Mission Hospital 
and Schools, Tanzania, Africa  

Don Patton’s archaeological 
work, especially Noah’s Ark 

Our Mission Works  
Inside of Oregon 

World Bible School–Connect 
(Online Bible Studies with 
people in the community)  

Vacation Bible School  

Red Cross Blood Drives  

Food for the poor  

Funds for the poor  

Occasional Seminars  

Home Bible Studies 

OUR SHEPHERDS: 
 Wayne Duncan 
 Dan Calvert 

OUR PREACHER: 
 Don Ruhl 

OUR DEACONS: 
 Gene Tomlinson 
 Michael Crisp, Jr. 
 Carl Peugh 

OUR SONG LEADERS: 
 Larry Amberg 
 Phil Joseph 

OUR WEB SITE:  
 GrantsPassChurchOfChrist.com 

CONTACT INFORMATION:  
 220 NE Savage Street  
 Grants Pass, Oregon 97526  
 541-476-3100  
 GrantsPassCofC@iCloud.com 

WORSHIP AND CLASSES:  

 Sunday  
  Classes 9:30 ................
  Worship 10:30  ..............
  Worship 6:00  ..............

 Wednesday  

  Classes 7:00 ................

Ruhl’s Rules


