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When It Goes Well for a Nation  
Second Chronicles 10–12 

Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 12, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  
Scripture Reader and Reading: Bryan Rich – Proverbs 4.1–2  

Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Phil Joseph – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Did Rehoboam follow the following teachings that he learned from his father?  

A. Proverbs 13.1  
 
1 A wise son heeds his father’s instruction,  
  But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.  

B. Proverbs 19.20  
 
20 Listen to counsel and receive instruction,  
  That you may be wise in your latter days.  

C. Proverbs 23.22  
 
22 Listen to your father who begot you,  
  And do not despise your mother when she is old.  

Persuasion:  

I. Second Chronicles 10.1–16 • Rehoboam Did Not Listen to Good Advice  

A. Upon the death of Solomon,  

1. Israel set a time and a place to make Rehoboam king.  

2. Jeroboam the son of Nebat,  

a) who had fled Israel because Solomon sought to eliminate him,  

b) came back from Egypt.  

B. Jeroboam led Israel in making a request to the new king:  
 
4 “Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome 
service of your father and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will 
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serve you.”  

1. Rehoboam told Jeroboam and the people to come back after three days.  

2. Rehoboam did a good thing,  

a) needing time to weigh the matter.  

b) He also did well in seeking advice.  

(1) The question is:  

(a) Would he listen to that advice?  

(b) Or would he find advice that pleased him?  

(2) Unfortunately, he followed what he wanted to hear.  

(a) He must have forgotten  

(b) the wisdom that his father taught him for 41 years.  

C. He asked the elders who served his father:  
 
7 And they spoke to him, saying, “If you are kind to these people, and please 
them, and speak good words to them, they will be your servants forever.”  

1. That was not what he wanted to hear.  

2. Therefore, he consulted the young men who grew up with him.  
 
10 Then the young men who had grown up with him spoke to him, say-
ing, “Thus you should speak to the people who have spoken to you, say-
ing, Your father made our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on us—
thus you shall say to them: My little finger shall be thicker than my fa-
ther’s waist! 11 And now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you, I 
will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scourges!”  

D. Jeroboam and Israel returned as previously agreed upon.  

1. Rehoboam answered the way the young men advised.  

2. As you can imagine,  



When It Goes Well for a Nation; 2Ch 10–12; 04693; Page  of 3 9

a) Jeroboam and Israel forsook King Rehoboam.  

b) Ezra provides insight that this was of the Lord, because  

(1) a prophet, Ahijah, had prophesied  

(2) that Jeroboam would become king over 10 tribes of Israel.  

E. Ezra shows us the sad result of Rehoboam’s foolishness:  
 
16 Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people 
answered the king, saying:  
 
 “What share have we in David?  
 We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.  
 Every man to your tents, O Israel!  
 Now see to your own house, O David!”  
 
So all Israel departed to their tents.  

1. So began a split in the nation of Israel  

2. that never healed,  

a) except in the Spirit  

b) when Jesus came and brought all people together.  

II. Second Chronicles 10.17–19 • An Attempt to Collect Taxes Did Not Work  

A. Judah and Benjamin remained loyal to the house of David, but  

B. Israel with the ten tribes remained in rebellion to the house of David.  

1. That was a huge loss  

a) of tax revenue,  

b) of his military, and  

c) of anything else those tribes contributed.  

2. Rehoboam sent Hadoram,  

3. who had charge of the revenues,  

a) to collect taxes from the northern ten tribes, but  
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b) they stoned him to death.  

III. Second Chronicles 11.1–4 • God Stopped a Battle Between Israel and Judah  

A. Rehoboam as king thought that he needed to get the ten tribes back,  

1. which is how I would have thought.  

2. Division among brethren is ugly, but  

a) as the psalmist said,  

b) unity among brethren is beautiful:  
 
1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is  
  For brethren to dwell together in unity!  
 
  – Psalm 133.3  

B. However, Rehoboam sought to do it by force:  
 
1 Now when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled from the house of 
Judah and Benjamin one hundred and eighty thousand chosen men who 
were warriors, to fight against Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to 
Rehoboam.  

C. However, the Lord did not want war between Israel and Judah.  

1. Therefore, he sent a prophet to Rehoboam, and  

2. the prophet told the king  

a) that everyone was to return home, because  

b) the division was of the Lord.  

3. Amazingly, Rehoboam and his people obeyed the Lord.  

IV. Second Chronicles 11.5–14 • Rehoboam Strengthen His Kingdom  

A. Seeing that he had a potential strong enemy in their land to the north,  

1. he decided to build cities of defense.  

2. One of those cities was Bethlehem.  

B. He made the strongholds stronger,  
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1. giving them captains and  

2. supplies of food and other things.  

a) While he was not going to attack Israel,  

b) he had to anticipate Israel attacking him.  

C. Ezra said in verse 12,  

1. that Rehoboam had both Judah and Benjamin with him.  

2. He also had another tribe that we do not acknowledge as siding with him:  
 
13 And from all their territories the priests and the Levites who were in 
all Israel took their stand with him. 14 For the Levites left their common-
lands and their possessions and came to Judah and Jerusalem, for Jer-
oboam and his sons had rejected them from serving as priests to the 
LORD.  

V. Second Chronicles 11.51 • The Evil of Jeroboam  

A. Since Jeroboam and his sons rejected the Levites,  

B. he set up another system.  

1. Therefore, he made his own priests for the high places,  

2. where they worshiped demons and calf idols.  

C. From that point on,  

1. Israel went more and more into idolatry,  

2. until the Lord removed them from the land by the hands of the Assyrians.  

VI. Second Chronicles 11.16–17 • The Faithful in Israel  

A. Perhaps seeing the rejection of the Levites, and  

1. still believing in Jehovah God and  

2. wanting to keep everything associated with the temple and God’s religion,  

a) Israelites began leaving the northern kingdom of Israel and  

b) they moved into the kingdom of Judah:  
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16 And after the Levites left, those from all the tribes of Israel, such as 
set their heart to seek the LORD God of Israel, came to Jerusalem to 
sacrifice to the LORD God of their fathers.  

(1) It is all about setting your heart to seek the Lord.  

(2) In this case, that meant forsaking their homes and property.  

B. Those Israelites made Judah and Rehoboam strong, because  

1. they lived the way David and Solomon did.  

2. Unfortunately, for only a short time:  
 
17 So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon strong for three years, because they walked in the way of 
David and Solomon for three years.  

VII.Second Chronicles 11.18–21 • Rehoboam’s Family  

A. Rehoboam did not have as many wives and concubines as his father, but  

1. he certainly had his fair share:  

2. He had 18 wives and 60 concubines.  

a) They gave him  

b) 28 sons and  

c) 60 daughters.  

B. He did have a favorite and  

1. that was Maachah the granddaughter of Absalom,  

2. making her Rehoboam’s second cousin once removed.  

VIII.Second Chronicles 11.22–23 • The Sons of Rehoboam  

A. He put some of his sons in leadership positions throughout Judah.  

B. He gave them what they needed, including wives.  

1. One son he selected to be the next king and  

2. that was the son of his favorite wife.  
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IX. Second Chronicles 12.1–4 • When Many People Forsake the Lord  

A. Why do some people fall away from the Lord?  

B. Many fall away for the reason that Rehoboam and Israel did:  
 
1 Now it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and 
had strengthened himself, that he forsook the law of the LORD, and all Is-
rael along with him.  

1. People get strong and  

2. think that they do not need the Lord,  

a) failing to understand  

b) that he is the one who made them strong,  

(1) as the Lord had Hosea say to Israel:  
 
8 “For she did not know  
 That I gave her grain, new wine, and oil,  
 And multiplied her silver and gold— 
 Which they prepared for Baal.  
9 Therefore I will return and take away  
 My grain in its time  
 And My new wine in its season,  
 And will take back My wool and My linen,  
 Given to cover her nakedness.”  
 
 – Hosea 2.8–9  

(2) Therefore, the Lord did something similar in Rehoboam’s days:  
 
2 And it happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that 
Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because they 
had transgressed against the LORD, 3 with twelve hundred chari-
ots, sixty thousand horsemen, and people without number who 
came with him out of Egypt—the Lubim and the Sukkiim and the 
Ethiopians. 4 And he took the fortified cities of Judah and came to 
Jerusalem.  

X. Second Chronicles 12.5–9 • Humbling Yourself Before the Lord  
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A. When that happens the Lord seeks to retrieve his people.  

B. The Lord sent a prophet, Shemaiah, to tell Judah what he had done:  
 
5 “Thus says the LORD: You have forsaken Me, and therefore I also have left 
you in the hand of Shishak.”  

C. They did the only thing they could do:  
 
6 So the leaders of Israel and the king humbled themselves; and they said, 
“The LORD is righteous.”  

D. Then the ever compassionate Lord observed their humility,  

1. leading him to conclude that he would not destroy them, but  

2. they still had to serve Pharaoh for a while:  
 
7 “They have humbled themselves; therefore I will not destroy them, but 
I will grant them some deliverance. My wrath shall not be poured out on 
Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 8 Nevertheless they will be his ser-
vants, that they may distinguish My service from the service of the king-
doms of the nations.”  

a) Israel was not like the other nations,  

b) although the Lord expected all nations to do what is right.  

E. The Lord enabled Shishak to raid the temple and the king’s house.  

XI. Second Chronicles 12.10–11 • From Gold to Bronze  

A. With the gold shields gone,  

B. Rehoboam had to replace them with bronze shields.  

XII.Second Chronicles 12.12–13 • What Humility Does  

A. We as Christians, as Americans also,  

B. need to hear what Ezra wrote next:  
 
12 When he humbled himself, the wrath of the LORD turned from him, so 
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as not to destroy him completely; and things also went well in Judah.  

1. Christians have done well and  

2. America has done well, because  

a) we have humbled ourselves before the God of heaven, but  

b) now that we are turning our back on him,  

(1) things are not going so well.  

(2) We need to get this message out.  

C. Rehoboam became strong again, and  

1. after having become king at 41 years of age,  

2. he died 17 years later when he was only 58.  

XIII.Second Chronicles 12.14–16 • Why People Do Evil  

A. Verse 14 provides further insight as to why people trained in the Lord  

1. turn to evil.  

2. Remember that Rehoboam had the teachings of his father.  

B. Yet, something was missing:  
 
14 And he did evil, because he did not prepare his heart to seek the LORD.  

1. I cannot overemphasize the need to prepare your heart to seek the Lord.  

2. Without doing so, the temptations of the world will overwhelm and  

a) people will eventually do evil.  

b) Please everyone prepare your hearts to seek the Lord.  

C. Finally, Rehoboam died and Abijah began to reign.  

Exhortation:  

I. First Point 


