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Think About Your Promises and Possessions  
Remember God in your promises and in your possessions   

Ecclesiastes 5.1–17  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • December 19, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2021  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Carl Peugh – Psalm 15  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. A problem so overwhelms you that you do not know what to do.  

A. You cannot sleep at night because  

B. your trouble will not leave your mind.  

1. Or as Solomon said back in Ecclesiastes 2.23:  
 
23 …even in the night [your] takes no rest.  

2. You are helpless.  

a) Finally, you pray to God, promising to do something for him,  

b) if he will deliver you from your vexing trouble.  

II. Solomon addressed this issue in the first part of Ecclesiastes 5.  

III.At the end of Ecclesiastes 4,  

A. Solomon had shown the passing vanity of popularity.  

B. Next, in chapter 5, he showed  

1. that we should run to the Lord.  

2. We should not run from the Lord nor from his church, but  

a) we should run to the Lord and his church.  

Persuasion:  

I. Ecclesiastes 5.1–7 • The Sacrifice of Fools  
 
1 Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear 
rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do 
evil.  
 
2 Do not be rash with your mouth,  
 And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God.  
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 For God is in heaven, and you on earth;  
 Therefore let your words be few.  
3 For a dream comes through much activity,  
 And a fool’s voice is known by his many words.  
4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it;  
 For He has no pleasure in fools.  
 Pay what you have vowed— 
5 Better not to vow than to vow and not pay.  
 
6 Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before the messenger 
of God that it was an error. Why should God be angry at your excuse and de-
stroy the work of your hands? 7 For in the multitude of dreams and many 
words there is also vanity. But fear God.  

A. Again, Solomon dropped a little hint  

1. on what is important in life,  

2. what makes life meaningful, but  

a) he did not make a point about it,  

b) so I will not for now.  

B. Anyway, he taught us do not enter worship flippantly.  

1. Think on what you do!  

2. Think on the words you sing.  

3. Listen to the prayers and say amen if you agree.  

4. Truly remember the Lord’s body and blood.  

5. Bring a gift gladly.  

6. Listen to his word with all your attention.  

C. Draw near to hear God  

1. rather than offering the sacrifice of fools.  

2. When fools offer sacrifices they do evil, unaware of it.  

a) You see, worship is not about us,  

b) it is about God.  
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(1) We do not worship ourselves in the assembly, but  

(2) we honor our God, and  

(a) in the process we also edify one another, and  

(b) of course that means we get a benefit.  

D. The sacrifice of fools is this:  

1. They speak rashly and hastily before God.  

2. They speak many words,  

a) making promises before God, but  

b) not with sincerity.  

3. They make vows to God, or  

a) before him, but  

b) do not pay them.  

E. Therefore, in verses 1–7 Solomon urges us to be  

1. swift to hear and slow to speak  

2. when we draw near to God.  

F. Speak, yes, but do not be hasty.  

1. [Examples of hastiness] 

2. Do not make promises to God that you will not keep later.  

3. Do something to remind yourself of the promise.  

G. Remember that God is in heaven and you on the earth.  

1. He has the power to do what you request.  

2. He also has the power to take it back  

a) if you do not keep your promises.  

(1) Say what you mean and mean what you say.  

(2) Do what you mean and mean what you do.  

b) Be true to God always.  
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H. A dream comes through much activity.  

1. Simply dreaming does not accomplish things.  

2. We have to dream, but then  

a) we have to act on our dreams.  

b) God would much rather see us act  

(1) than utter many words that we will not keep later.  

(2) The fool reveals himself by his many words that he does not mean.  

i) Whereas, the wise person reveals himself  

ii) through his much activity.  

I. If you make a promise, keep it,  

1. for if you do not pay it,  

2. God will have no pleasure in you,  

a) considering you a fool.  

b) You do not want to hear  

(1) that God has no pleasure in you.  

(2) You cannot find yourself in a worse place in life.  

J. Solomon said bluntly in verse 5  

1. that we do not have to make vows.  

2. God would much rather have a person who does not make promises, but  

a) who goes about doing what needs to be done  

b) than the person who says he will do it, but  

(1) never does it.  

(2) We do not please God with boastful words of our dedication.  

(a) He would rather see a promise done than hear one.  

(b) Are you not the same way? Jesus said:  
 
28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came 
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to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 
He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he regretted it 
and went. 30 Then he came to the second and said likewise. 
And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said to Him, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax 
collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. 32 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; 
and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe 
him.”  
 
– Matthew 21.28–32  

i) The chief priests and elders to whom Jesus spoke,  

ii) were like the second son who said that he would but didn’t.  

(1) The tax collectors and harlots said, No, initially, but  

(2) regretted it and did what the Lord wanted.  

(3) The Jews in this case did not please the Lord, but  

(4) the harlots and tax collectors did!  

K. In verse 6,  

1. Solomon said that we sin  

2. when we do not keep a promise.  

a) We cannot say when it comes time for us to keep our word  

b) that we decided we were mistaken in making that promise.  

(1) That will anger God and  

(2) he will destroy the work of our hands.  

i) Imagine that you have a dream and  

ii) you ask God for his help.  

(1) He gives it and you experience the fulfillment of your dream.  

(2) Then he takes it away for failing to keep your promise.  
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(a) Is that what we want?  

(b) No, we want God helping us fulfill our dreams.  

L. Solomon wants us to remember  

1. that in the multitude of dreams and many words  

2. there is only vanity, but  

a) that we should fear God.  

b) Remember he is in heaven and we are on the earth.  

II. Ecclesiastes 5.8–9 • Officials  
 
8 If you see the oppression of the poor, and the violent perversion of justice 
and righteousness in a province, do not marvel at the matter; for high official 
watches over high official, and higher officials are over them. 9 Moreover the 
profit of the land is for all; even the king is served from the field.  

A. Solomon addressed the problem of oppression in 4.1–3.  

1. He addressed it again here.  

2. When you see the poor oppressed, and  

a) justice and righteousness violently perverted,  

b) do not marvel at the matter.  

B. Do not marvel because someone is watching.  

1. A high official sees the oppression.  

2. A still higher official watches over that official.  

3. Higher officials watch over that official.  

a) We question whether someone will do something about crime.  

b) Someone sees the oppression and  

(1) he will do something about it.  

(2) It may not always be when we want it done.  

(a) The highest official, God,  
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(b) watches to see high officials work.  

(1) Isaiah 59.14–18a  
 
14 Justice is turned back,  
 And righteousness stands afar off;  
 For truth is fallen in the street,  
 And equity cannot enter.  
15 So truth fails,  
 And he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.  
 Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him  
 That there was no justice.  
16 He saw that there was no man,  
 And wondered that there was no intercessor;  
 Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him;  
 And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.  
17 For He put on righteousness as a breastplate,  
 And a helmet of salvation on His head;  
 He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing,  
 And was clad with zeal as a cloak.  
18 According to their deeds, accordingly He will repay,  
 Fury to His adversaries,  
 Recompense to His enemies;  
 The coastlands He will fully repay.  

(2) Jeremiah 5.1  
 
1 “Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem;  
 See now and know;  
 And seek in her open places  
 If you can find a man,  
 If there is anyone who executes judgment,  
 Who seeks the truth,  
 And I will pardon her.”  

C. Ultimately the king or the highest ruler in the land,  

1. benefits from what the worker of the land does.  

2. Therefore, the king will not tolerate the oppression of the poor for long,  

a) if he is wise.  
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b) If he allows the perversion of justice he will suffer.  

III.Ecclesiastes 5.10–17 • Riches  
 
10 He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver;  
 Nor he who loves abundance, with increase.  
 This also is vanity.  
11 When goods increase,  
 They increase who eat them;  
 So what profit have the owners  
 Except to see them with their eyes?  
12 The sleep of a laboring man is sweet,  
 Whether he eats little or much;  
 But the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep.  
13 There is a severe evil which I have seen under the sun:  
 Riches kept for their owner to his hurt.  
14 But those riches perish through misfortune;  
 When he begets a son, there is nothing in his hand.  
15 As he came from his mother’s womb, naked shall he return,  
 To go as he came;  
 And he shall take nothing from his labor  
 Which he may carry away in his hand.  
16 And this also is a severe evil— 
 Just exactly as he came, so shall he go.  
 And what profit has he who has labored for the wind?  
17 All his days he also eats in darkness,  
 And he has much sorrow and sickness and anger.  

A. Silver does not satisfy.  

1. Satisfaction comes through the spirit.  

2. Silver is on the outside.  

a) How can something on the outside satisfy what is inside?  

b) Silver cannot project from this world into the spirit.  

(1) It is only a material object.  

(2) How can such then satisfy my spirit.  

(a) There are things in this world  

(b) that can project into my spirit.  
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(1) Another person can.  

(2) The word of God can.  

(a) Those things can because  

(b) another person is spirit and  

(c) the word of God comes from God the Spirit.  

3. This is why life is not about things, as Jesus once said:  
 
15 “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not con-
sist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”  
 
– Luke 12.15  

B. Rather than bringing satisfaction,  

1. what does the increase of goods bring? (v. 11)  

a) Solomon said when we have abundance,  

b) we increase.  

2. The only thing that “things” give is something to view.  

C. In contrast to that,  

1. the laboring man sleeps sweetly,  

2. whereas the abundance of the rich inhibits sleep.  

D. The accumulation of riches can create a severe evil under the sun,  

1. when the owner of the riches becomes stingy.  

2. Stinginess hurts him,  

a) whereas he thought  

b) that keeping his wealth would save him.  

E. One way or another, everyone loses their riches.  

1. They can give riches away.  

2. Or the riches can perish through misfortune.  
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a) The misfortune might even be his own death,  

b) so that he perishes and does not remain with his wealth.  

(1) Sooner or later we are separated from our wealth.  

(2) Then verse 14 says he has nothing to leave his family.  

F. Verse 15 states a truth  

1. that everyone should be able to see.  

2. It is an obvious truth, yet,  

a) it does not keep people from obsessing about riches.  

b) Everyone came into the world naked and  

(1) leaves it the same way.  

(2) How do we know about the wealth of the Egyptian Pharaohs?  

3. If I leave the same way I came,  

a) if I work too hard for riches, 

b) my labor has been for the wind.  

(1) That is why we cannot make more  

(2) out of riches than what they are.  
 
5 Will you set your eyes on that which is not?  
 For riches certainly make themselves wings;  
 They fly away like an eagle toward heaven.  
 
 – Proverbs 23.5  

4. The rich man who keeps all to himself eats in darkness,  

a) darkness of  

(1) sorrow,  

(2) sickness, and  

(3) anger.  

b) He who is rich in spirit has  
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(1) joy,  

(2) health, and  

(3) gladness.  

Exhortation:  

I. Earlier I quoted Jesus who said that life does not consist in abundant things.  

A. He did go on to say  

B. that life consists in being rich toward God.  

II. Are you rich toward God?  

III.How is the relationship between you and God?  

A. Do you want to do something to fix it today?  

B. Here is what you must do…


