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Does Your Face Shine?  
Do you know what makes your face shine?  

Ecclesiastes 8  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 6, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Wayne Duncan – Ecclesiastes 7.25 
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – No Suggestions  

Prelude:  

I. Does your face shine with wisdom?  

A. What we are on the inside  

B. shows up on our faces.  

II. Let’s see what the Holy Spirit wanted us to do know about this topic.  

Persuasion:  

I. Ecclesiastes 8.1 • Who Is Wise?  
 
1  Who is like a wise man?  
  And who knows the interpretation of a thing?  
  A man’s wisdom makes his face shine,  
  And the sternness of his face is changed.  

A. With whom shall we compare the wise man?  

1. Can you find someone,  

a) other than a wise man,  

2. who knows the interpretation of a thing?  

a) Few are the people who can truly help us understand life.  

b) You can know a wise man or woman  

(1) who can give the proper interpretation  

(2) by whether his wisdom is rooted in God and the Scriptures.  

(a) And has that man used God’s way in his own life?  

(b) Everyone can talk at length about wisdom but who lives it?  

B. See what wisdom does to a man.  
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1. It makes his face shine.  

2. It changes the sternness of his face to something pleasant.  

a) What he is on the inside  

b) shows up in how he expresses himself on the outside.  

(1) He does not possess a stern face, but  

(2) face that invites you in to him.  

(a) He does not frighten people away, but  

(b) you want to listen to him because  

i) you believe you can learn something from him.  

ii) His face is pleasant because his heart is pleasant.  

C. Listen to the wisdom of James and  

1. see whether these things show up on a person’s face.  

2. James will also show you the opposite and you will see these also on a 
person’s face:  
 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good 
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if 
you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie 
against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is 
earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, con-
fusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the 
fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  
 
– James 3.13–18  

II. Ecclesiastes 8.2–7 • The King’s Command  
 
2 I say, “Keep the king’s commandment for the sake of your oath to God. 3 Do 
not be hasty to go from his presence. Do not take your stand for an evil thing, 
for he does whatever pleases him.”  
 
4  Where the word of a king is, there is power;  
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  And who may say to him, “What are you doing?”  
5  He who keeps his command will experience nothing harmful;  
  And a wise man’s heart discerns both time and judgment,  
6  Because for every matter there is a time and judgment,  
  Though the misery of man increases greatly.  
7  For he does not know what will happen;  
  So who can tell him when it will occur?  

A. Do what the governmental leader says because  

1. of your relationship to God.  

2. God created the government.  

a) If we resist the authority,  

b) we resist God:  
 
2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of 
God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.  
 
– Romans 13.2  

B. Therefore, do not be hasty to leave the ruler’s presence.  

1. You may be disgusted with him at times, but  

2. stay at your position for he may favor you later.  

a) Do not take evil action against him, because  

b) he does whatever pleases him.  

C. The king has power.  

1. Watch out how you question him.  

2. He can do you great harm.  

D. If you be a good citizen you will not experience harm typically:  
 
13 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is 
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are 
blessed.  
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– 1 Peter 3.13–14  

E. Verse 6: Use your wisdom to discern time and judgment.  

1. Remember Ecclesiastes 3.1:  
 
1 To everything there is a season,  
  A time for every purpose under heaven…  
 
 – Ecclesiastes 3.1  

2. Remember 3.17 also:  
 
17 I said in my heart,  
   
 “God shall judge the righteous and the wicked,  
 For there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.”  
 
 – Ecclesiastes 3.17  

a) Learn  

(1) when to do one thing and  

(2) when to do the opposite.  

b) There is a judgment coming and  

(1) everything we do  

(2) should be guided by awareness of the coming Judgment.  

F. Verses 6 and 7: The misery of man increases greatly.  

1. Yet, we do not know what will happen later.  

2. Who can say then when it will happen.  

a) Misery seemed to increase during the early 1940s, but then  

b) the world changed in ways that no one imagined.  

III.Ecclesiastes 8.8 • Retaining the Spirit  
 
8  No one has power over the spirit to retain the spirit,  
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  And no one has power in the day of death.  
  There is no release from that war,  
  And wickedness will not deliver those who are given to it.  

A. No one,  

1. not even modern medicine,  

2. has the power to retain the spirit.  

a) When the spirit leaves,  

b) it leaves for good,  

(1) until the Lord performs the great resurrection.  

(2) People claim that doctors have brought people back, but  

(a) it did not happen.  

(b) They may claim clinical death, but  

i) it was not death,  

ii) as James revealed:  
 
26 the body without the spirit is dead…  
 
– James 2.26  

B. No one can have release from that battle.  

1. The battle that we fight  

2. to retain our spirits in our bodies as long as possible,  

a) no one can win or escape.  

b) Wickedness certainly cannot make us win that war.  

IV. Ecclesiastes 8.9 • Tyranny  
 
9 All this I have seen, and applied my heart to every work that is done under 
the sun: There is a time in which one man rules over another to his own hurt.  

A. Solomon saw everything and so  
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1. he applied his heart of wisdom  

2. to every work done under the sun.  

B. He could see  

1. that times come when  

2. one man rules over another and  

a) it is to his own hurt.  

b) Be sure you are not the one who becomes tyrannical.  

(1) The one who rules over others thinks it is good, but  

(2) in time he falls and falls hard, every time.  

V. Ecclesiastes 8.10 • The Wicked and Holiness  
 
10 Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of 
holiness, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done. This also 
is vanity.  

A. People try hard to succeed in wickedness, but  

B. they cannot do it.  

1. They never succeed in the end.  

2. Of course, they do not think of their lives down the road.  

a) They only think of today,  

b) even as they only think of themselves.  

3. When their burial comes,  

4. even if they had a previous place in holiness,  

a) they are forgotten where they had done holiness.  

b) Just like Judas.  

C. This is vanity.  

VI.Ecclesiastes 8.11 • Execute Sentence  
 
11 Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, there-



Does Your Face Shine?; Ecc 8; 04714; Page  of 7 10

fore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.  

A. Does our judicial system,  

1. especially the execution of murders,  

2. need to hear this passage?  

B. Execute sentence against an evil work quickly and  

1. people will back off their evil.  

2. Delay executing sentence against evil and  

a) men set their hearts to do evil,  

b) believing they can get away with it.  

C. Has the Defund the Police movement taught the truth of this passage?  

1. It taught us that justice is not the problem but the criminals.  

2. Do not follow man’s thinking on why evil exits.  

a) Listen to the Lord.  

b) He created man.  

c) He knows how we go off the deep end.  

VII.Ecclesiastes 8.12–13 • For Whom It Will Be Well  
 
12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are prolonged, yet I 
surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him. 
13 But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which 
are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God.  

A. You may see a sinner do evil a hundred times and  

1. even extend his life, but  

2. it will be better for those who fear God,  

a) for those who fear before God, because  

b) they know that God exists and  

(1) that we should fear him,  



Does Your Face Shine?; Ecc 8; 04714; Page  of 8 10

(2) since we will see him at the Judgment.  

B. Do you want to know why crime and evil have increase recently?  
 
10 As it is written:  
 
 “There is none righteous, no, not one;  
11 There is none who understands;  
 There is none who seeks after God.  
12 They have all turned aside;  
 They have together become unprofitable;  
 There is none who does good, no, not one.   
13 Their throat is an open tomb;  
 With their tongues they have practiced deceit;  
 The poison of asps is under their lips;  
14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.  
15 Their feet are swift to shed blood;  
16 Destruction and misery are in their ways;  
17 And the way of peace they have not known.  
18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  
 
 – Romans 3.10–18  

C. Verse 13: It will not be well with the wicked  

1. contrary to the way it looks.  

2. He may think he is prolonging his days, but  

a) his days are only as a shadow.  

b) Then he will have to meet God  

(1) whom he did not fear.  

(2) Will it be well with him then?  

(a) Imagine doing a life of evil,  

(b) then facing God!  

VIII.Ecclesiastes 8.14–15 • The Just and The Wicked  
 
14 There is a vanity which occurs on earth, that there are just men to whom it 
happens according to the work of the wicked; again, there are wicked men to 
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whom it happens according to the work of the righteous. I said that this also is 
vanity. 15 So I commended enjoyment, because a man has nothing better un-
der the sun than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this will remain with him in 
his labor all the days of his life which God gives him under the sun.  

A. Here is a vanity on earth.  

1. You can find just men  

2. who receive the work or consequences of the wicked.  

a) You can find wicked men  

b) who receive the work or blessings of the righteous.  

(1) That is vanity.  

(2) How do we deal with that?  

(a) Keep in mind,  

(b) all accounts are not settled here.  

B. Therefore, enjoy life and  

1. do not worry about how things will turn out for you.  

2. There is a God in heaven who will bring all to the Judgment.  

a) During your time under the sun,  

b) eat, drink, and be merry.  

(1) Enjoy what God has given you.  

(2) Enjoy life.  

C. The memories and effects of enjoying the life God has given you  

1. will remain with you.  

2. Fretting about how well the wicked do  

a) will not make us enjoy life more.  

b) In fact, it will only frustrate us and make us bitter.  

IX. Ecclesiastes 8.16–17 • Discovering the Work of God  
 



Does Your Face Shine?; Ecc 8; 04714; Page  of 10 10

16 When I applied my heart to know wisdom and to see the business that is 
done on earth, even though one sees no sleep day or night, 17 then I saw all 
the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the 
sun. For though a man labors to discover it, yet he will not find it; moreover, 
though a wise man attempts to know it, he will not be able to find it.  

A. If you could apply your heart  

1. to know all the wisdom and  

2. all the business that is done on earth,  

a) even if you could skip sleep,  

b) you would understand  

(1) that you cannot find out  

(2) all the work of God.  

B. You can labor hard to discover it, but  

1. you will not find it all.  

2. Even if a wise man tries to know it all,  

a) he will not be able to do it.  

b) There is just too much to see and to know and to experience.  

Exhortation:  

I. What then should my life be about?  

A. I should live it in wisdom before God.  

B. He created us.  

1. Since he created us,  

2. he has made an appointment  

a) with everyone of us  

b) for us to give an account to him of our lives.  

II. This is why knowing and obeying the Lord Jesus ranks as the most important 
thing in life. 


