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The Days of Your Life  
What is your life? Why do you live?  

Ecclesiastes 11.7–12.14  
Don Ruhl • Savage Street, Grants Pass, Oregon • February 27, In the year of our Lord Christ, 2022  

Scripture Reader and Reading: Nash Crisp – Ecclesiastes 11.5–6  
Song Leader and Song Suggestions: Larry Amberg – Songs on the Judgment  

Prelude:  

I. Solomon began the Book of Ecclesiastes, by asking:  
 
3  What profit has a man from all his labor  
  In which he toils under the sun?  
 
  – Ecclesiastes 1.3  

A. What profit do you have in all your labor under the sun?  

B. In the closing words of Ecclesiastes,  

1. Solomon will tell us what the answer should be.  

2. Ecclesiastes 1.1 to 11.6 showed us how to live well.  

3. Ecclesiastes 11.7 to 12.14 shows us how to die well.  

II. Ecclesiastes 11.1–6 prepared us for Solomon’s grand conclusion.  

A. Prepare for tomorrow on earth, he taught.  

B. Yet, something far greater approaches,  

1. the tomorrow of all tomorrows.  

2. We have to see the days that precede it.  

Persuasion:  

I. Ecclesiastes 11.7–8 • Days of Light and Darkness  
 
7  Truly the light is sweet,  
  And it is pleasant for the eyes to behold the sun;  
8  But if a man lives many years  
  And rejoices in them all,  
  Yet let him remember the days of darkness,  
  For they will be many.  
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  All that is coming is vanity.  

A. Verses 7 and 8 summarize what we shall see in 11.9–12.8:  

1. Verse 7 – The Good Years  

2. Verse 8a – The Young Years  

3. Verse 8b – The Old Years  

4. Verse 8c – The Vanity Years  

B. Light is sweet and pleasant, and  

1. to see a sunny day delights the soul!  

2. Sometimes we like storms, fog, and the night, but  

a) not forever.  

b) Who wants eternal darkness?  

C. If you live many glad days,  

1. realize that days of dark vanity will come.  

2. Prepare for those days now.  

II. Ecclesiastes 11.9–10 • Days of Youth   
 
9  Rejoice, O young man, in your youth,  
  And let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth;  
  Walk in the ways of your heart,  
  And in the sight of your eyes;  
  But know that for all these  
  God will bring you into judgment.  
10 Therefore remove sorrow from your heart,  
  And put away evil from your flesh,  
  For childhood and youth are vanity.  

A. Having said that days of darkness and vanity are coming,  

1. even if you experience gladness during your life under the sun,  

2. he then directs the rest of the Book of Ecclesiastes to the young.  

a) First, rejoice in your youth.  
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b) Let your heart cheer you during the days of your youth.  

(1) In your youth is the time to learn all that you can.  

(2) In your youth is the time to be healthy.  

B. Then Solomon said something interesting to the young.  

1. Walk in the ways of your heart,  

2. walk in the sight of your eyes, but  

a) keep something in mind.  

b) All that you do as a youth,  

(1) God will bring into the Judgment.  

(2) How then should you live?  

C. Therefore,  

1. put God’s ways in your heart and  

2. put the things of God before your eyes  

a) so that you walk in his ways and  

b) not in your own.  

D. That is why Solomon said in verse 10  

1. to remove sorrow from your heart, and  

2. to put away evil from your flesh.  

E. You will discover later that the days of childhood and youth are vanity.  

1. Start now to do what matters for eternity.  

2. Remember Jesus at 12 years of old talked about Scripture.  

III. Ecclesiastes 12.1–7 • Days of Decline  
 
1  Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth,  
  Before the difficult days come,  
  And the years draw near when you say,  
  “I have no pleasure in them”:  
2  While the sun and the light,  
  The moon and the stars,  
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  Are not darkened,  
  And the clouds do not return after the rain;  
3  In the day when the keepers of the house tremble,  
  And the strong men bow down;  
  When the grinders cease because they are few,  
  And those that look through the windows grow dim;  
4  When the doors are shut in the streets,  
  And the sound of grinding is low;  
  When one rises up at the sound of a bird,  
  And all the daughters of music are brought low.  
5  Also they are afraid of height,  
  And of terrors in the way;  
  When the almond tree blossoms,  
  The grasshopper is a burden,  
  And desire fails.  
  For man goes to his eternal home,  
  And the mourners go about the streets.  
6  Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed,  
  Or the golden bowl is broken,  
  Or the pitcher shattered at the fountain,  
  Or the wheel broken at the well.  
7  Then the dust will return to the earth as it was,  
  And the spirit will return to God who gave it.  

A. Remember your Creator now while you are young.  

1. I can testify from 41 years of preaching that Solomon was right.  

a) I have baptized few people who were over 40 years old.  

b) I have baptized four in their 80s.  

2. The vast majority are in their teens and 20s. Some in their 30s.  

a) We get set in our ways,  

b) refusing to change even for God, and  

(1) life gets consumed  

(2) with difficulties in old age.  

(a) [Our recent conversation with the Warrens]  

(b) Listen to older people and you will see what Solomon meant.  
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B. Young people have pleasure in their days, but  

1. such difficult days will come when they will say  

2. that they have no pleasure in their days anymore.  

C. Therefore, remember now your Creator in the days of your pleasure  

1. While  

a) the sun,  

b) the light,  

c) the moon, and  

d) the stars are not darkened (Thinking)  

2. While the clouds do not return after the rain (Aches)  

3. Before the keepers of the house tremble (Limbs)  

4. Before the strong men bow down (Weakness)  

5. Before the grinders cease (Teeth)  

6. Before looking through the window grows dim (Sight)  

7. Before the doors are shut in the streets (Freedom)  

8. Before the sound of grinding is low (Hearing)  

9. Before the time comes when a bird outside awakens you (Restlessness)  

10.Before all the daughters of music are brought low (Entertainment)  

11.Before the fear of heights enters your life (Instability)  

12.Before the fear of terror in the way rules your life (Mobility)  

13.Before the almond tree blossoms (Gray Hair)  

14.Before the grasshopper is a burden (Legs)  

15.Before desire fails (Motivation)  

16.Before you go to your eternal home and people mourn your loss (Death).  

D. Remember now your Creator before the silver cord is loosed,  

1. before the golden bowl is broken,  
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2. before the pitcher shatters at the fountain,  

3. before the wheel breaks at the well (Death).  

a) Then your body returns to the earth from which it came, and  

b) your spirit returns to God.  

E. Older people observe the younger with endless energy and say,  

1. “If I knew then what I know now.”  

a) Ask older people what they know now  

b) that they did not when young.  

2. You will learn something.  

IV. Ecclesiastes 12.8 • Days of Vanity  
 
8  “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher,  
  “All is vanity.”  

A. Solomon begins his conclusion the way he began:  
 
2 “Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher;  
 “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”  
 
 – Ecclesiastes 1.2  

1. To old age,  

2. youth appears as vanity.  

B. If we do not prepare to meet God,  

1. the Judgment will be a horrifying experience.  

a) Life is so short and  

b) eternity so long.  

2. Do now what matters for eternity.  

a) Do not let your life  

b) be a life of vanity,  
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C. Next, Solomon wanted us to know  

1. one more thing  

2. before he gave his final analysis.  

V. Ecclesiastes 12.9–12 • Days of Knowledge   
 
9 And moreover, because the Preacher was wise, he still taught the people 
knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs. 
10 The Preacher sought to find acceptable words; and what was written was 
upright—words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are like goads, and the 
words of scholars are like well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. 12 And 
further, my son, be admonished by these. Of making many books there is no 
end, and much study is wearisome to the flesh.  

A. After his contemplation,  

1. he continued to dispense his Holy Spirit-given wisdom.  

2. He taught the people knowledge.  

3. He put things together in an  

a) orderly,  

b) interesting, and  

c) thought-provoking way.  

(1) He looked for  

(a) acceptable,  

(b) upright,  

(c) truthful,  

(2) words of delight.  

B. Wise words act as goads in the hand of a shepherd.  

1. He prods his sheep along and  

2. so wisdom prods us along the path of life.  

a) I pray often  
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(1) that I can say things  

(2) that will stir you up to obey the Lord.  

b) The words of scholars function like well-driven nails.  

c) The scholarly words,  

(1) the prodding words  

(2) all come from One Shepherd!  

C. This is a never-ending task.  

1. You can write and write,  

a) creating one book after another and  

b) never finish.  

2. The explosion of the Internet has not slowed the making of books.  

a) When I published my lone venture of a book,  

b) the publisher told me  

(1) that 46,000 new books appear  

(2) every month!  

3. You can put so much into it  

4. that it wearies your flesh.  

D. Hear the words of verses 9–12.  

1. No one is too old to keep learning.  

2. No one is too old to act foolishly.  

a) You can read many things, but  

b) be sure  

(1) that reading and thinking on the word of God  

(2) are your primary source.  

VI. Ecclesiastes 12.13–14 • The Grand Conclusion: Days of Dedication  
 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  



The Days of Your Life; Ecc 11.7–12.14; 04726; Page  of 9 13

 
  Fear God and keep His commandments,  
  For this is man’s all.  
14 For God will bring every work into judgment,  
  Including every secret thing,  
  Whether good or evil.  

A. Solomon let us know in verses 9–12,  

1. that he could have kept writing.  

2. However, he had to finish the present work.  

a) People often accuse preachers of leaving something out.  

b) We do.  

(1) We have to stop somewhere.  

(2) The point has been made, why drone on?  

B. His conclusion on the whole matter  

1. that he has pursued from 1.1 is this:  

a) Fear God and keep his commandments.  

b) Because of two things:  

(1) First, because that summarizes what we are about.  

(2) Second, because God will bring every work of ours into judgment.  

2. Several times I pointed out to you that Solomon gave the key ingredient.  

a) Ecclesiastes 3.14  
 
14 I know that whatever God does,  
 It shall be forever.  
 Nothing can be added to it,  
 And nothing taken from it.  
 God does it, that men should fear before Him.  

b) Ecclesiastes 5.7  
 
7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity. 
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But fear God.  

c) Ecclesiastes 8.12  
 
12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are pro-
longed, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear 
God, who fear before Him. 13 But it will not be well with the 
wicked; nor will he prolong his days, which are as a shadow, because 
he does not fear before God.  

C. Several times I pointed out Solomon alluded to the greatest event:  

1. 2.24  
 
24 This also, I saw, was from the hand of God.  

2. 2.26  
 
26 For God gives…that he may give to him who is good before God.  

3. 3.10–11  
 
10 I have seen the God-given task… 11 He has made everything beauti-
ful in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no 
one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.  

4. 3.13  
 
13 …that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his 
labor—it is the gift of God.  

5. 3.14–15  
 
14  I know that whatever God does…  
  God does it, that men should fear before Him.  
15  …And God requires an account of what is past.  
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6. 3.17  
 
17  God shall judge the righteous and the wicked… 

7. 3.18  
 
18 Concerning the condition of the sons of men, God tests them…  

8. 5.1  
 
1 Walk prudently when you go to the house of God…  

9. 5.2  
 
2  …let not your heart utter anything hastily before God.  
  For God is in heaven…  

10.5.6  
 
6 …nor say before the messenger of God that it was an error. Why 
should God be angry…?  

11.5.18  
 
18 …the days of his life which God gives him…  

12.5.19–20  
 
19 As for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth…this is 
the gift of God. 20 …God keeps him busy with the joy of his heart.  

13.6.2  
 
2 A man to whom God has given riches and wealth and honor…yet God 
does not give him power to eat of it…  
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14.7.13–14  
 
13  Consider the work of God…  
14  …Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other,  
  So that man can find out nothing that will come after him.  

15.7.18  
 
18  …he who fears God will escape them all.  

16.7.26  
 
26  …He who pleases God shall escape from her… 

17.7.29  
 
29  …God made man upright… 

18.8.2  
 
2 Keep the king’s commandment for the sake of your oath to God.  

19.8.12  
 
12 …it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before Him.  

20.8.15  
 
15 …all the days of his life which God gives him under the sun.  

21.8.17  
 
17 …then I saw all the work of God…  

22.9.1  
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1 …the righteous and the wise and their works are in the hand of God.  

23.9.7  
 
7  …God has already accepted your works.  

24.11.9  
 
9  …God will bring you into judgment.  

Exhortation:  

I. Do you want God to bring your evil works into the Judgment?  

II. God remembers the sins of Christians no more!  
 
12 “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  
 
– Hebrews 8.12  

III. If you fear God,  

A. why fear anyone or  

B. anything else?  
 
10 …we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad.  
 
– 2 Corinthians 5.10 


